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FOREFEAST OF THE THOPHANY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST / 
SYNAXIS OF THE SEVENTY APOSTLES 

JANUARY 4, 2026 

TROPARION, KONTAKION & PROKEIMENON 
Troparion – Tone 5 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our salvation from 
the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead// by His glorious 
Resurrection.  

Troparion – Tone 4 
Prepare, O Zebulon, and adorn thyself, O Naphtali!  River Jordan, cease flowing, and receive with joy the Master coming 
to be baptized!  Adam, rejoice with our first Mother, and do not hide yourselves as you did of old in Paradise; for having 
seen you naked, He has appeared to clothe you with the first garment.//  Christ has appeared to renew all creation. 

Troparion – Tone 3 
Holy Apostles of the Seventy entreat the merciful God // to grant our souls forgiveness of transgressions! 

Kontakion – Tone 5 
Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior, shattering its gates as Almighty, resurrecting the dead as Creator, and 
destroying the sting of death.  Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man,// and we cry to Thee: “O Lord, 
save us!” 

Kontakion – Tone 2 
O faithful, let us praise with hymns the choir of the seventy disciples of Christ.  They have taught us all to worship the 
undivided Trinity, for they are divine lamps of the faith. 

Kontakion – Tone 4 
Today the Lord enters the Jordan and cries out to John:  “Do not be afraid to baptize Me.//  For I have come to save 
Adam, the first-formed man.” 

Prokeimenon – Tone 6 
O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine inheritance!  
     V. To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me! 
 
LITURGICAL COMMEMORATION 
Forefeast of the Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
The third day of the Forefeast of Theophany falls on January 4. The hymns compare the Feast of the Nativity with the 
coming Feast. “There shepherds saw the Child and were amazed; here the voice of the Father proclaims the only-
begotten Son.”  
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Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles 
The Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles was established by the Orthodox Church to indicate the equal honor of each of the 
Seventy. They were sent two by two by the Lord Jesus Christ to go before Him into the cities He would visit (Luke 10:1). 
Besides the celebration of the Synaxis of the Holy Disciples, the Church celebrates the memory of each of them during 
the course of the year:   
     Saint James the Brother of the Lord (October 23); Mark the Evangelist (April 25); Luke the Evangelist (October 18); 
Cleopas (October 30), brother of Saint Joseph the Betrothed, and Simeon his son (April 27); Barnabas (June 11); Joses, or 
Joseph, named Barsabas or Justus (October 30); Thaddeus (August 21); Ananias (October 1); Protomartyr Stephen the 
Archdeacon (December 27); Philip the Deacon (October 11); Prochorus the Deacon (July 28); Nicanor the Deacon (July 28 
and December 28); Timon the Deacon (July 28 and December 30); Parmenas the Deacon (July 28); Timothy (January 22); 
Titus (August 25); Philemon (November 22 and February 19); Onesimus (February 15); Epaphras and Archippus (November 
22 and February 19); Silas, Silvanus, Crescens or Criscus (July 30); Crispus and Epaenetos (July 30); Andronicus (May 17 and 
July 30); Stachys, Amplias, Urban, Narcissus, Apelles (October 31); Aristobulus (October 31 and March 16); Herodion or 
Rodion (April 8 and November 10); Agabus, Rufus, Asyncritus, Phlegon (April 8 ); Hermas (November 5, November 30 and 
May 31); Patrobas (November 5); Hermes (April 8); Linus, Gaius, Philologus (November 5); Lucius (September 10); Jason 
(April 28); Sosipater (April 28 and November 10); Olympas or Olympanus (November 10 ); Tertius (October 30 and 
November 10 ); Erastos (November 30), Quartus (November 10 ); Euodius (September 7); Onesiphorus (September 7 and 
December 8); Clement (November 25); Sosthenes (December 8); Apollos (March 30 and December 8); Tychicus, 
Epaphroditus (December 8); Carpus (May 26); Quadratus (September 21); Mark (September 27), called John, Zeno 
(September 27); Aristarchus (April 15 and September 27); Pudens and Trophimus (April 15); Mark nephew of Barnabas, 
Artemas (October 30); Aquila (July 14); Fortunatus (June 15) and Achaicus (January 4). 

With the Descent of the Holy Spirit the Seventy Apostles preached in various lands. Some accompanied the Twelve 
Apostles, like the holy Evangelists Mark and Luke, or Saint Paul’s companion Timothy, or Prochorus, the disciple of the 
holy Evangelist John the Theologian, and others. Many of them were thrown into prison for Christ, and many received 
the crown of martyrdom.  There are two more Apostles of the Seventy: Saint Cephas, to whom the Lord appeared after 
the Resurrection (1 Cor. 15:5-6), and Simeon, called Niger (Acts 13:1). They also were glorified by apostolic preaching. 

There are discrepancies and errors in some lists of the Seventy Apostles. In a list attributed to Saint Dorotheus of Tyre 
(June 5) some names are repeated (Rodion, or Herodion, Apollos, Tychicus, Aristarchus), while others are omitted 
(Timothy, Titus, Epaphras, Archippus, Aquila, Olympas). Saint Demetrius of Rostov consulted the Holy Scripture, the 
traditions passed down by the Fathers, and the accounts of trustworthy historians when he attempted to correct the 
mistakes and uncertainties in the list in compiling his collection of Lives of the Saints. 

The Church in particular venerates and praises the Seventy Apostles because they taught us to honor the Trinity One in 
Essence and Undivided.  In the ninth century Saint Joseph the Hymnographer composed the Canon for the Synaxis of the 
Seventy Apostles of Christ.  

EPISTLE & GOSPEL READINGS 
Epistle:  2 Timothy 4:5-8 
But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  For I am already 
being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

Gospel:  Mark 1:1-8 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My 
messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.  The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of the LORD; make His paths straight.’”   John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins.  Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all 
baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  And he preached, saying, “There comes One after me who is 
mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose.  I indeed baptized you with water, but He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK, CAREGIVERS, AND DECEASED (To add a name, please email daricekeyes@gmail.com) 

For the Sick / Caregiver   For the Deceased 
Carmine (12/14) Lynne (12/28) Mark (1/4) John (12/14) 
Marianne (12/14) Bill (12/28) Marco (1/4) Pauline (12/14) 
Phyllis (12/21) Betty (12/28) Bill (1/4) Demian (12/14) 
Michael (12/21) Alexandra (12/28) Margie (1/4) Eva (12/14) 
Charlotte (12/21) Father Paul (12/28) Ann (1/4) Matushka Mary (12/21) 
Subdeacon Sergius (12/21) Liam (12/28) Paul (1/4) Onufer (1/4) 
Melody (12/21) Kelly (12/28) Martha (1/4) Eva (1/4) 
Matushka Deborah (12/21) Alla (12/28) Marie (1/4) Michael (1/4) 
Claus (12/28) Mary Ellen (12/28) Kyra (1/4)  
Elizabeth (12/28) Ivan (12/28)   

 
SERVICES 
Service Schedule for the Week of January 4 
Sunday January 4 –  9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 
Monday January 5 – EVE OF THE FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY  7:00 PM Great Compline with Litya  
Tuesday January 6 – FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY  9:30 AM Divine Liturgy followed by the Great Blessing of Water 
Wednesday January 7 – SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 
Saturday January 10 - 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession and Catechumen class in the church basement 
Sunday January 11 –  9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 
 
DONATIONS  
Weekly Giving  
December 28 – 68 adults, 16 youth, $1,858 
ROOF DONATIONS TO DATE:  $14,610 

 
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There is a sign-up sheet on the credenza across from the Candle Desk for House Blessings.  
If you would like Father to bless your house, please sign up and Father will contact you to 
set up a time. 

Donation envelopes for the roof replacement and cupola painting are located at the 
Candle Desk.   

2026 Offering Envelopes are on the table behind the last pew near the Candle Desk.  
Please take your box and stewardship card.  If there is no box with your name on it, please see Alexander Brasowski. 

The SVOF Club will have a dinner fundraiser during Coffee Hour next Sunday, January 11.  The meal will include kielbasa, 
sauerkraut, pierogies, salad, and dessert.  Cost is $10 adults, $5 children ages 6 thru 12, and children 5 and under are free. 
 
Please remember to bring your jars for Holy Water which will be available after Divine Liturgy and the Great Blessing of 
Water on Tuesday. 
 
Please plan on attending the Annual Parish Meeting which will be held after Divine Liturgy on Sunday, January 25 in Daria 
Hall.  Yearly reports will be presented in addition to the year-end financial statement, the 2026 financial budget, and 
election of two Parish Council members.  As a parishioner, it is important for you to be updated annually on the status of 
your parish. 
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BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Awet Tesfa – January 5 
Nebiat Tesfa – January 6 
Walter Tribbey – January 6 
Phyllis Eck – January 9 
Noah Meyer – January 9 
Have a blessed birthday, and may God grant you many years! 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
    * If you are unable to accommodate your hosting date, please advise Darice as soon as possible so changes can be made. 
Hosts are responsible for providing and setting up the refreshments in Daria Hall at 9:00 AM and after Holy Communion, 
cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing, drying and putting away dishes, taking out the trash, wiping down the  
tables, and cleaning up the Coffee Room including turning off and cleaning the coffee and tea pots.  Hosts will be  
informed in advance if cream cheese, butter, or milk is needed.  PLEASE NOTE:  Your assigned Coffee Hour Support 
Person will provide guidance, however, the Support Person will leave Daria Hall at 9:55 AM to attend church services.  If  
you have arrived late or are not finished, you will be provided the key to lock the Hall when you are leaving for church  
services.  If you have any questions, please contact Alla Strauss. 
SUGGESTED MENU: 
Bagels / Breads 
Donuts / Pastries 
Desserts - let Alla know ahead of time if you will need desserts so they can be thawed on Saturday 
Fruit 
Salad 
Tortilla Chips & Salsa 
Hummus & Pita 
Sugar-free dessert 
Oreos (they are all non-dairy)                                     
     NOTE:  Hosts may provide a luncheon for a specific event or holiday (Panikhida, birthday, anniversary, holiday) with  
     advance notice to reserve the specific date to host the event.  The hosts will be responsible for all food preparation  
     for such a luncheon. 
Jan. 4     Chris Kasmer, Nina Laushell 
Jan. 11    SVOF Dinner Fundraiser 
Jan. 18    Tahara & Germain Ortiz, Juan Garcia 
Jan. 25    Jessica & Blake Kilgore, Alex & Rebeca Medina 
Feb. 1    Alla & Perry Strauss, Aftan Chowansky 
Feb. 8    SVOF Chili Cook-Off 
Feb. 15    Eleni Athanatos & Tom Sowanick, Tiberiu & Mihaela Milosav 
Feb. 22     NO MEAT  Anne Cheslock, Helene Hopkins 
March 1    FAST  Virgiliu & Gabriela Plesa, Ekaterina & Stanislav Uritsky 
March 8    FAST  Andrei & Daniela Vrinceanu, Father Volodymyr & Matushka Oksana 
March 15  FAST  Matthew Anderson, Sami Bachir 
March 22  FAST  Dcn. Basil & Mat. Eleni Berck, Lauren & Isaiah Maldonado 
March 29  FAST  Ramazi & Khatuna Shubitidze, Iryna Romaniuk 
April 5    FAST  Tyler Burger, Alex Godun 
April 12    PASCHA 
April 19    Fiyori Habtesilasse, Lemlem Woldearegay 

 
 
 ☦  Have a blessed week! 
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SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT 
JANUARY 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy EVE OF THE FEAST FEAST OF SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN 5:00 PM
OF THEOPHANY THEOPHANY THE BAPTIST Vespers followed
7:00 PM Great 9:30 AM Divine 9:30 AM Divine by Confession &

*Coffee Hour hosted by Compline with Litya Liturgy followed by Liturgy Catechumen Class
Laushell & Kasmer the Great Blessing
families Fast Day of Water

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 7:00 PM Parish 5:00 PM
Council Meeting Vespers followed

SVOF Club Dinner by Confession &
Fundraiser Catechumen Class

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 5:00 PM
Vespers followed
by Confession &

*Coffee Hour hosted by Catechumen Class
Ortiz & Garcia families

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 5:00 PM
Vespers followed
by Confession &

*Coffee Hour hosted by Catechumen Class
Kilgore & Medina families

FEBRUARY 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

No Fast Week No fast No fast No fast No fast No fast No fast
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy MEETING OF CHRIST 5:00 PM
EVE OF MEETING OF IN THE TEMPLE Vespers followed
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy by Confession &
5:00 PM Vespers with Litya Catechumen Class
*Coffee Hour hosted by
Strauss & Chowansky
families

St. Vladimir Orthodox Church
JANUARY / FEBRUARY


