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COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY RIGHTEOUS DAVID THE KING, 
JOSEPH THE BETROTHED, AND JAMES THE BROTHER OF THE LORD / 

AFTERFEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST / 
20,000 MARTYRS OF NICOMEDIA 

DECEMBER 28, 2025 

TROPARION, KONTAKION & PROKEIMENON 
Troparion – Tone 4 
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection, they cast away 
the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles:  “Death is overthrown!  Christ God is risen,// granting the world great 
mercy!” 

Troparion – Tone 4 
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to the world the light of wisdom!  For by it, those who worshipped the stars, 
were taught by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know Thee, the Orient from on high.//  O Lord, 
glory to Thee! 

Troparion – Tone 2 
Proclaim the wonder, O Joseph, to David, the ancestor of God; thou hast seen a Virgin great with child; and thou didst 
give glory with the shepherds; thou didst worship with the Magi, and didst receive the news from the Angel.//  Pray to 
Christ God to save our souls!    

Kontakion – Tone 3 
Today godly David is filled with joy; Joseph and James offer praise.  The glorious crown of their kinship with Christ fills 
them with great joy.  They sing praises to the One ineffably born on earth,// and they cry out: “O Compassionate One, 
save those who honor Thee!” 

Kontakion – Tone 3 
Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One, and the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable One!  Angels 
with shepherds glorify Him!  The Wise Men journey with the star,// since for our sake the eternal God was born as a little 
Child! 

Prokeimenon – Tone 4 
O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; / in wisdom hast Thou made them all. 
     V. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, Thou art very great! ( 

Prokeimenon – Tone 4 
God is wonderful in His saints, / the God of Israel. 
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LITURGICAL COMMEMORATION 
Commemoration of the Holy Righteous David the King, Joseph the Betrothed, and 
James the Brother of the Lord 
The Holy Prophet-King David, Saint Joseph the Betrothed, and Saint James the Brother of the Lord are commemorated 
on the Sunday after the Nativity. If there is no Sunday between December 25 and January 1, their commemoration is 
moved to December 26.  At an early date, some churches in the East began to commemorate certain important figures of 
the New Testament at the time of Theophany, and later during the Nativity season. In Syria, for example, Saint Stephen  
(December 27), Saints James (April 30) and John (September 26), and Saints Peter and Paul (June 29) were 
commemorated near the end of December. 

In Jerusalem, the saints mentioned above were combined with a feast that the Jews of Hebron celebrated on December 
25 or 26 in honor of the Old Testament Patriarch Jacob. Later on, the Christians substituted Saint James (October 23) for 
Jacob, and then the commemoration of the Brother of the Lord became associated with his ancestor King David. In time, 
Saint Joseph was linked with Saints David and James.  Saint Joseph had four sons from his previous marriage: James, 
Judah, Joses, and Simon (or Symeon), and three daughters: Esther, Martha, and Salome, who was the mother of Saint 
John the Theologian.  

Holy Righteous Joseph the Betrothed 
Saint Joseph the Betrothed was of the lineage of King David. He had four sons from his previous marriage: James, Judah, 
Joses, and Simon (or Symeon), and three daughters: Esther, Martha, and Salome, who was the mother of Saint John the 
Theologian. After he became a widower, Saint Joseph led a life of strict temperance. He was chosen to be the husband 
and guardian of the Most Holy Theotokos, who had taken a vow of virginity.  An angel told him of the Incarnation of the 
Son of God through her. Saint Joseph was present when the shepherds and the Magi worshiped the new-born divine 
Infant. On the orders of the angel, he fled into Egypt with the Mother of God and the Infant Jesus, saving them from the 
wrath of King Herod. He lived in Egypt with the Virgin Mary and the divine Child, working as a carpenter. Saint Joseph 
reputedly died at the age of one hundred. 

Saint Joseph is commemorated on the Sunday after the Nativity. If there is no Sunday between December 25 and  
January 1, his Feast is moved to December 26. The Righteous Joseph is also commemorated on the Sunday of the Holy 
Forefathers.  

Holy Righteous David the King 
The Holy Prophet-King David was a forefather of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. The youngest son of Jesse, 
David shepherded a flock of sheep belonging to his father. He was distinguished by his deep faith, and he zealously 
fulfilled the will of God. 

During a battle with the Philistines, he vanquished the giant Goliath in single combat, which decided the outcome of the 
war in favor of the Israelites. He endured many things from King Saul, who saw him as a favorite of the people and his 
rival. David, however, showed his own decency and magnanimity. Twice, when he had the possibility of killing Saul, he did 
not do so.  After Saul and his son perished, David was proclaimed king of the southern part of Israel, and after Saul’s 
second son was killed, he became king of all Israel. He built a new capital, Jerusalem (“the City of Peace”), and a new 
tabernacle. His great wish to build a Temple was not realized. It was foretold to him that his son would build the Temple.  

The life of the Prophet David was darkened by a grievous falling: he took Uriah’s wife for himself, and sent Uriah to his 
death in battle. He was also an example of great repentance, humbly and with faith bearing the sorrows sent in 
punishment for his sins. Saint David gave a model for repentance in Psalm 50/51. King David died in great old age with 
steadfast faith in the coming of the promised Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ. His divinely-inspired Psalter is widely used in  
the divine services and in personal prayers. (See the Books of Kings and Chronicles).  The holy Prophet-King David is 
invoked by those facing a difficult situation, such as an interview, etc.  

Righteous James the Brother of the Lord 
The Holy Apostle James, Brother of the Lord, was the eldest son of Joseph the Betrothed from his first marriage with 
Solomonia. The Apostle James is remembered after the Feast of the Nativity of Christ together with his father Joseph and  
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the Prophet-King David, since he accompanied his family on the Flight into Egypt and lived there with the Infant Jesus, 
the Mother of God and Joseph. Later, he returned to Israel with them.  After the Ascension of the Lord, Saint James was 
the first Bishop of Jerusalem, gaining the great esteem not only of Christians, but also of Jews. He was thrown from the 
roof of the Jerusalem Temple because he had publicly preached to the people about the God-Manhood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Holy Apostle James is also commemorated on  
October 23.  

Afterfeast of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
On December 28, the Afterfeast of the Nativity Feast, the Orthodox Church remembers the 20,000 martyrs of Nicomedia 
who were burned in their church while celebrating the Nativity of the Lord in 302.  

20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia 
The Holy 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia: At the beginning of the fourth century the emperor Maximian (284-305) gave 
orders to destroy Christian churches, to burn service books, and to deprive all Christians of rights and privileges of 
citizenship. At this time the bishop of the city of Nicomedia was Saint Cyril, who by his preaching and life contributed to 
the spread of Christianity, so that many members of the emperor’s court were also secret Christians.  

The pagan priestess Domna was living in the palace at that time. Providentially, she obtained a copy of the Acts of the 
Apostles and the Epistles of Saint Paul. Her heart burned with the desire to learn more about the Christian teaching. With 
the help of a young Christian girl, Domna went secretly to Bishop Anthimus (Cyril’s successor) with her faithful servant, 
the eunuch Indes. Saint Anthimus catechized them, and both received holy Baptism.  

Domna began to help the poor: she gave away her valuables with the assistance of Indes, and she also distributed food 
from the imperial kitchen. The chief eunuch, who was in charge of provisions for the imperial household, found out that 
Domna and Indes were not eating the food sent them from the emperor’s table. He had them beaten in order to find out 
why they did not partake of the food, but they remained silent. Another eunuch informed him that the saints were 
distributing all the emperor’s gifts to the poor. He locked them up in prison to exhaust them with hunger, but they 
received support from an angel and did not suffer. Saint Domna feigned insanity so she wouldn’t have to live among the 
pagans. Then she and Indes managed to leave the court, and she went to a women’s monastery. Abbess Agatha quickly 
dressed her in men’s clothing, cut her hair and sent her off from the monastery.  

During this time the emperor returned from battle and ordered that a search be made for the former pagan priestess 
Domna. The soldiers sent for this purpose found the monastery and destroyed it. The sisters were thrown into prison, 
subjected to torture and abuse, but not one of them suffered defilement. Sent to a house of iniquity, Saint Theophila was 
able to preserve her virginity with the help of an angel of the Lord. The angel led her from the brothel and brought her to 
the cathedral.  At this time the emperor cleared the city square to offer sacrifice to the pagan gods. When they began 
sprinkling the crowd with the blood of the sacrificial animals, Christians started to leave the square. Seeing this, the 
emperor became enraged, but in the middle of his rantings a great thunderstorm sprang up. People fled in panic, and the 
emperor had to retreat to the palace for his own safety.  

Later Maximian went to the church with soldiers and told them they could escape punishment if they renounced Christ. 
Otherwise, he promised to burn the church and those in it. The Christian presbyter Glycerius told him that Christians 
would never renounce their faith, even under the threat of torture. Hiding his anger, the emperor exited the church, and 
a short time later commanded the presbyter Glycerius be arrested for trial. The executioners tortured the martyr, who  
did not cease to pray and to call on the Name of the Lord. Unable to force Saint Glycerius stop confessing Christ, 
Maximian ordered him to be burned to death.  

On the Feast of the Nativity of Christ in the year 302, when about 20,000 Christians had assembled at the cathedral in 
Nicomedia, the emperor sent a herald into the church. He told the Christians that soldiers were surrounding the building, 
and that anyone who wished to leave had to offer sacrifice to the pagan gods. Anyone who defied the emperor would 
perish when the soldiers set fire to the church. All those present refused to worship the idols.  As the pagans prepared to 
set fire to the church, Bishop Anthimus, baptized all the catechumens and communed everyone with the Holy Mysteries. 
All 20,000 of those praying died in the fire. Among them were the abbess Agatha and Saint Theophila who had been 
saved from the den of iniquity by a miracle. Bishop Anthimus, however, managed to escape the fire.  
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Maximian thought that he had exterminated all the Christians of Nicomedia. He soon learned that there were many 
more, and that they would confess their faith and were prepared to die for Christ. The emperor wondered how to deal 
with them. At his command they arrested the regimental commander Zeno, who was openly criticizing the emperor for 
his impiety and cruelty. Zeno was fiercely beaten and finally beheaded. They jailed the eunuch Indes, formerly a priest of 
the idols, for refusing to participate in a pagan festival.  

The persecution against Christians continued. Dorotheus, Mardonius, Migdonius the deacon and others were thrown into 
prison. Bishop Anthimus encouraged them by sending letters to them. One of the messengers, the Deacon Theophilus, 
was captured. They subjected him to torture, trying to learn where the bishop was hiding. The holy martyr endured 
everything, while revealing nothing. Then they executed him and also those whom the bishop had addressed in his letter. 
Though they were executed in different ways, they all showed the same courage and received their crowns from God.  

For weeks, Saint Domna concealed herself within a cave and sustained herself by eating plants. When she returned to the 
city, she wept for a long time at the ruins of the church, regretting that she was not found worthy to die with the others. 
That night she went to the sea shore. At that moment fishermen pulled the bodies of the martyrs Indes, Gorgonius and 
Peter from the water in their nets.  Saint Domna was still dressed in men’s clothing, and she helped the fishermen to 
draw in their nets. They left her the bodies of the martyrs. With reverence she looked after the holy relics and wept over 
them, especially over the body of her spiritual friend, the Martyr Indes.  After giving them an honorable burial, she did not 
depart from these graves so dear to her heart. Each day she burned incense before them, sprinkling them with fragrant 
oils. When the emperor was told of an unknown youth who offered incense at the graves of executed Christians, he gave 
orders to behead the youth. The Martyr Euthymius was also executed along with Domna.  

EPISTLE & GOSPEL READINGS 
Epistle:  Galatians 1:11-19 
But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.  For I neither 
received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.  For you have heard of my 
former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.  And I advanced 
in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of 
my fathers.  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to 
reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor 
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.  
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days.  But I saw none of the 
other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 

Gospel:  Matthew 2:13-23 
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the 
young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to 
destroy Him.”  When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there 
until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of 
Egypt I called My Son.”  Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he 
sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and 
under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men.  Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying:  “A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping 
for her children, refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.”  Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land 
of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.”  Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and 
came into the land of Israel.  But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee.  And he came and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a 
Nazarene.” 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK, CAREGIVERS, AND DECEASED (To add a name, please email daricekeyes@gmail.com) 

For the Sick / Caregiver   For the Deceased 
Bill (12/7) Phyllis (12/21) Betty (12/28) Lenore (12/7) 
Margie (12/7) Michael (12/21) Alexandra (12/28) Michael (12/7) 
Ann (12/7) Charlotte (12/21) Father Paul (12/28) John (12/14) 
Paul (12/7) Subdeacon Sergius (12/21) Liam (12/28) Pauline (12/14) 
Martha (12/7) Melody (12/21) Kelly (12/28) Demian (12/14) 
Marie (12/7) Matushka Deborah (12/21) Alla (12/28) Eva (12/14) 
Natasha (12/7) Claus (12/28) Mary Ellen (12/28) Matushka Mary (12/21) 
Aftan (12/7) Elizabeth (12/28) Ivan (12/28)  
Carmine (12/14) Lynne (12/28)   
Marianne (12/14) Bill (12/28)   

 
SERVICES 
Service Schedule for the Week of December 28 
Sunday December 28 –  9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall. No Sunday School. 
Wednesday December 31 – EVE OF THE FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION  5:00 PM Vespers with Litya  
Thursday January 1 – FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION  10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
Saturday January 3 - 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession and Catechumen class in the church basement 
Sunday January 4 –  9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 
 
DONATIONS  
Weekly Giving  
December 21 – 86 adults, 27 youth, $3,744 
December 25 – 85 adults, 23 youth, $7,652.75 
ROOF DONATIONS TO DATE:  $14,275 

 
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONGRATULATIONS to our faithful, beloved Father Paul Shafran, who today is 
celebrating his remarkable 78th anniversary of ordination to the Holy 
Priesthood!  On that day in NYC, it was the "blizzard of 1947" with record-setting 
(until recently) feet of snow, but by God's grace everyone made it to the Cathedral 
in New York for the service.  God bless you, Father Paul, with good health and 
strength to continue to serve with us!  Mnogaya L'yeta!! 

Donation envelopes for the roof replacement and cupola painting are located at the Candle Desk.   

2026 Offering Envelopes are on the table behind the last pew near the Candle Desk.  Please take your box and 
stewardship card.  If there is no box with your name on it, please see Alexander Brasowski. 

Today is the last day to speak with Father Volodymyr if you are interested in joining the Parish Council. 
 
The SVOF Club will have a dinner fundraiser during Coffee Hour on Sunday, January 11.  The meal will include kielbasa, 
sauerkraut, pierogies, salad, and dessert.  Cost is $10 adults, $5 children ages 6 thru 12, and children 5 and under are free. 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Tesfahune Beyene – December 28 
Genevieve Brasowski – December 30 
Vasily Serpikov – January 2 
Have a blessed birthday and may God grant you many years! 
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COFFEE HOUR 
    * If you are unable to accommodate your hosting date, please advise Darice as soon as possible so changes can be made. 
Hosts are responsible for providing and setting up the refreshments in Daria Hall at 9:00 AM and after Holy Communion, 
cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing, drying and putting away dishes, taking out the trash, wiping down the  
tables, and cleaning up the Coffee Room including turning off and cleaning the coffee and tea pots.  Hosts will be  
informed in advance if cream cheese, butter, or milk is needed.  PLEASE NOTE:  Your assigned Coffee Hour Support 
Person will provide guidance, however, the Support Person will leave Daria Hall at 9:55 AM to attend church services.  If  
you have arrived late or are not finished, you will be provided the key to lock the Hall when you are leaving for church  
services.  If you have any questions, please contact Alla Strauss. 
SUGGESTED MENU: 
Bagels / Breads 
Donuts / Pastries 
Desserts - let Alla know ahead of time if you will need desserts so they can be thawed on Saturday 
Fruit 
Salad 
Tortilla Chips & Salsa 
Hummus & Pita 
Sugar-free dessert 
Oreos (they are all non-dairy)                                     
     NOTE:  Hosts may provide a luncheon for a specific event or holiday (Panikhida, birthday, anniversary, holiday) with  
     advance notice to reserve the specific date to host the event.  The hosts will be responsible for all food preparation  
     for such a luncheon. 
Dec. 28    Christine & George Waite, Tony & Chris Villabon 
Jan. 4,'06 Chris Kasmer, Nina Laushell 
Jan. 11    SVOF Dinner Fundraiser 
Jan. 18    Tahara & Germain Ortiz, Juan Garcia 
Jan. 25    Jessica & Blake Kilgore, Alex & Rebeca Medina 
Feb. 1    Alla & Perry Strauss, Aftan Chowansky 
Feb. 8    SVOF Chili Cook-Off 
Feb. 15    Eleni Athanatos & Tom Sowanick, Tiberiu & Mihaela Milosav 
Feb. 22     NO MEAT  Anne Cheslock, Helene Hopkins 
March 1    FAST  Virgiliu & Gabriela Plesa, Ekaterina & Stanislav Uritsky 
March 8    FAST  Andrei & Daniela Vrinceanu, Father Volodymyr & Matushka Oksana 
March 15  FAST  Matthew Anderson, Sami Bachir 
March 22  FAST  Dcn. Basil & Mat. Eleni Berck, Lauren & Isaiah Maldonado 
March 29  FAST  Ramazi & Khatuna Shubitidze, Iryna Romaniuk 
April 5    FAST  Tyler Burger, Alex Godun 
April 12    PASCHA 
April 19    Fiyori Habtesilasse, Lemlem Woldearegay 
 
 

 
 

CHRIST IS BORN!  GLORIFY HIM! 

☦  Have a blessed week! 
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SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT 
28 29 30 31 January 1 2 3

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy EVE OF THE FEAST OF FEAST OF THE 5:00 PM
THE CIRCUMCISION CIRCUMCISION Vespers followed
5:00 PM Vespers with 10:00 AM Divine by Confession &

*Coffee Hour hosted by Litya Liturgy Catechumen Class
Waite & Villabon
families

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy EVE OF THE FEAST FEAST OF SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN 5:00 PM

OF THEOPHANY THEOPHANY THE BAPTIST Vespers followed
7:00 PM Great 9:30 AM Divine 9:30 AM Divine by Confession &
Compline with Litya Liturgy followed by Liturgy Catechumen Class

*Coffee Hour hosted by the Great Blessing
Laushell & Kasmer of Water
families Fast Day

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 7:00 PM Parish 5:00 PM

Council Meeting Vespers followed
SVOF Club Dinner by Confession &
Fundraiser Catechumen Class

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 5:00 PM

Vespers followed
by Confession &

*Coffee Hour hosted by Catechumen Class
Ortiz & Garcia families

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 5:00 PM

Vespers followed
by Confession &

*Coffee Hour hosted by Catechumen Class
Kilgore & Medina families

St. Vladimir Orthodox Church
DECEMBER 2025 / JANUARY 2026


