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MARTYR CHARITINA OF AMISOS 
OCTOBER 5, 2025 

TROPARION, KONTAKION & PROKEIMENON 
Troparion – Tone 8 
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One!  Thou didst accept the three day burial to free us from our sufferings!//  
O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee! 

Troparion – Tone 4 
Thy lamb Charitina calls out to Thee, O Jesus, in a loud voice:  “I love Thee, my Bridegroom, and in seeking Thee I endure 
suffering.  In baptism I was crucified so that I might reign in Thee, and I died so that I might live with Thee.  Accept me as 
a pure sacrifice, for I have offered myself in love.”//  Through her prayers save our souls, since Thou art merciful! 

Kontakion – Tone 8 
By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam. Eve exults in Thy Resurrection,// and the world 
celebrates Thy rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One! 

Kontakion – Tone 2 
Having fortified thy soul with faith and strengthened by understanding thou didst openly put the enemy to shame, O 
Charitina; thou didst stand before Christ wearing a robe empurpled by thy blood, All-blessed One, and now thou dost 
rejoice with the Angels,// praying for us, O passionbearer. 

Prokeimenon – Tone 8 
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God! 
     V. In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel.  

LITURGICAL COMMEMORATION 
Martyr Charitina of Amisos 
Saint Charitina (Charitίnē) was from Amisos (Amisós) in Pontus and lived during the reign of Emperor Diocletian (284-
305). Orphaned at a young age, she became the servant of a noble Roman Christian named Claudianus, or Claudius, who 
brought her up as his own daughter. The young girl was very pretty, sensible, and kind. She imparted her love for Christ 
to others, and brought many to the path of salvation. Saint Charitina was meek, humble, obedient and silent. Although 
she was not yet baptized, she was a Christian at heart. She studied the Law of God day and night, and vowed to preserve 
her virginity as a true bride of Christ. 

Because Saint Charitina brought many others to the Christian Faith, Dometius, one of Emperor Diocletian's governors, 
came to hear of her and sent a letter to Claudius, ordering him to send Charitina to him so that he might question her. 
Claudius had no doubts about the result of this interrogation. Grieved at the prospect of losing her, he put on sackcloth  
and wept bitter tears. Charitina comforted him, saying: "Do not grieve, my Master, but rejoice, for I am to become an 
acceptable sacrifice to God, for my sins and for yours."  Claudius replied: "O Servant of God, remember me when you 
stand before the heavenly King in the ranks of the Holy Martyrs." 
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The Saint was brought before a judge at the tribunal. He asked her: "Is it true that you are a Christian, and that you 
delude others by bringing them to your impious faith?"  Charitina replied: "It is true that I am a Christian, but it is a lie that 
I delude others. On the contrary, I lead them from deception to the path of truth, bringing them to my Christ." 

Then the judge ordered her hair to be cut off, but by the power of God, her hair grew back even longer than before. Then 
burning coals were placed on her head, and vinegar was poured over her scorched flesh, increasing her pain. They drove 
flaming sticks through her breasts, and burnt her sides with candles. Finally, they tied a stone around her neck and threw 
her into the sea. She cried out: "This is my Baptism." Suddenly, the stone was loosened and sank, and God delivered her 
from the sea unharmed.  When the judge saw her on the shore, he ordered his men to seize her and strip her naked, and 
then tie her to a wheel which turned over burning coals, but an Angel of God stopped the wheel and once again Saint 
Charitina remained unharmed. The judge became furious and ordered that the nails of her hands and her feet be torn out, 
and that all her teeth be broken. 

Then the wicked judge sent many dissolute men to rape her. Fearing this dishonor, Saint Charitina prayed that God would 
receive her soul before these vile men could defile her virginal body; and so, as she prayed, she surrendered her pure soul 
to God.  When the judge saw that she was dead, he had her body placed in a sack weighted with stones, and tossed it 
into the sea. By Divine Providence, her body was brought to the shore three days later. Her master Claudius found her 
body and buried her with appropriate honor and reverence. 

Fragments of Saint Charitina's Holy Relics are found in the Monasteries of Kykkos, Cyprus, and Jerusalem of Boeotia.  

EPISTLE & GOSPEL READINGS 
Epistle:  2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1 
And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will 
dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”  Therefore “Come out from among 
them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.”  “I will be a Father to you, and 
you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.”  Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

Gospel:  Luke 6:31-36 
And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.  But if you love those who love you, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.  And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same.  And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back.  But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping 
for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the 
unthankful and evil.  Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK, CAREGIVERS, AND DECEASED (To add a name, please email daricekeyes@gmail.com) 
For the Sick / Caregiver  For the Deceased  
Francine (9/14) Melody (9/28) Dorothy (9/21)  
Bill (9/14) Anthony (9/28) Matushka Mary (9/28)  
Margie (9/14) Michael (9/28) Father Michael (10/5)  
Ann (9/14) Ramon (10/5)   
Paul (9/14) Lynne (10/5)   
Martha (9/14) Bill (10/5)   
Marie (9/14) Betty (10/5)   
Carmine (9/21) Alexandra (10/5)   
Marianne (9/21) Father Paul (10/5)   
Thomas (9/28) Liam (10/5)   
Phyllis (9/28) Kelly (10/5)   
Michael (9/28) Deborah (10/5)   
Charlotte (9/28) Vera (10/5)   
Subdeacon Sergius (9/28)    
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SERVICES 
Service Schedule for the Week of October 5 
Sunday October 5 –  9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 
Saturday October 11 – 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession and Catechumen class in the church basement 
Sunday October 12 – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 

 
DONATIONS 
Weekly Giving 
September 28 – 87 adults, 19 youth, $2,162 

 
ORTHODOXY 101 
The Nave (Center of the Church) 
This is the body of the church and is where the faithful worship.  In some traditional Orthodox Churches there are no 
pews, and the feeling is one of true oneness and participation.  Pews were brought in from contact with the Western 
Churches, especially here in America.   
 
The Narthex (Back/Vestibule of the Church) 
Historically, this part of the church had a very important function.  It held those who were either learning about the 
Church in preparation for Baptism (Catechumens) or those under penance who could not enter into the Nave for some 
particular sin.  In monasteries, these vestibules were enormous (and some still are) and the monks ate their meals there.  
There are usually a set of doors separating the vestibule from the Nave and these can be closed during the part of the 
service after the priest or deacon proclaims, "THE DOORS, THE DOORS." 
 
There are many other parts of the Church which you might be thinking about, so please ask about them!  Needless to say, 
the Orthodox pray with all of their senses in order to fully immerse themselves in the total worship of God. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today is Church Musician Appreciation Day in the NY/NJ Diocese!  Thank you to all of our choir members for their 
dedication every week in beautifying our services with their lovely voices!  Let us never take for granted the vital 
relationship between the Rector and the Choir Director; the prayerful connection between the liturgical celebrants and 
the choir; and the soul-enriching ministry of our church musicians, which uplifts and inspires all those gathered in the 
Divine Services. 

There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church for the Potluck Supper which will take place after Vespers on  
October 18.  Metropolitan Tikhon and Archbishop Michael will be in attendance.  Please prepare food to share with 
approx. 60 people.  Thank you. 

A Fall Shop has been set up in Daria Hall for the benefit of Sunday School.  Please take a look! 

Regarding Coffee Hour:  Please remember that all food and drinks are for your enjoyment during Coffee Hour.  If take-
out containers are supplied by the host, that is the only time food served by hosts should be leaving Daria Hall.  The water 
and juice are used week to week, and are not to be taken home.  The "free cart" contains items that may be taken home, 
but are for all parishioners.  Please limit your choice to one item, and if there are items left on the cart after Coffee Hour 
feel free to take more.  But be considerate and let others have an opportunity to pick an item.  Again, if you are not 
hosting or helping with Coffee Hour, please refrain from going into the kitchen.  Bags are located by the stage if you need 
one.  If anything else is needed, please check with the host or Alla. 

Today is the last day to purchase Anniversary Banquet tickets during Coffee Hour.  Cost is $35 per adult, $15 for children 
aged 8–13, and no charge for children aged 7 and under.  The maximum cost for a family with young children is $100.  
Cash or checks (payable to St Vladimir Orthodox Church) are accepted.  Thank you. 
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A new pop-up form has been added to the Diocesen website https://nynjoca.org.  The pop-up invites visitors to stay 
connected to the website to keep informed about the life of our Diocese:  ministries, youth programs, missions, feast 
days and more. 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Casey Villabon – October 6 
Amber Edward – October 8 
Kyriana Meyer – October 9 
Julius Mathew – October 13 
Have a blessed birthday and may God grant you many years! 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
    * If you are unable to accommodate your hosting date, please advise Darice as soon as possible so changes can be made. 
Hosts are responsible for providing and setting up the refreshments in Daria Hall at 9:00 AM and after Holy Communion, 
cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing, drying and putting away dishes, taking out the trash, wiping down the  
tables, and cleaning up the Coffee Room including turning off and cleaning the coffee and tea pots.  Hosts will be  
informed in advance if cream cheese, butter, or milk is needed.  PLEASE NOTE:  Your assigned Coffee Hour Support 
Person will provide guidance, however, the Support Person will leave Daria Hall at 9:55 AM to attend church services.  If  
you have arrived late or are not finished, you will be provided the key to lock the Hall when you are leaving for church  
services.  If you have any questions, please contact Alla Strauss. 
SUGGESTED MENU: 
Bagels / Breads 
Donuts / Pastries 
Desserts - let Alla know ahead of time if you will need desserts so they can be thawed on Saturday 
Fruit 
Salad 
Tortilla Chips & Salsa 
Hummus & Pita 
Sugar-free dessert 
Oreos (they are all non-dairy)  
If serving pork, please provide an alternative for those who do not eat pork.                                            
     NOTE:  Hosts may provide a luncheon for a specific event or holiday (Panikhida, birthday, anniversary, holiday) with  
     advance notice to reserve the specific date to host the event.  The hosts will be responsible for all food preparation  
     for such a luncheon. 
Oct. 5    Catechumens, Trudy Ellmore 
Oct. 12    Melissa Braun, Sophie Dumas 
Oct. 19    110th Parish Anniversary 
Oct. 26    Melody Stavisky, Guy Radcliffe 
Nov. 2    Peter & Mary Abdallah, Jim Galcik 
Nov. 9    Paul & Patty Denko, Tyler & Anna Cassidy 
Nov. 16    FAST  Helen Yohannes, Viktoryia Baranava 
Nov. 23    FAST  Corneliu & Florica Balasa, Stefania Balasa 
Nov. 30    FAST  John Cassar, Christine DiDonato 
Dec. 7    FAST  Blake & Jessica Kilgore, Inna Lebedeva 
Dec. 14    FAST  Nana & Matthew Barrett, Benjamin & Julie Stell 
Dec. 21     FAST  Herman & Francine Meyer, Madeleine Sekulich & Mark McDevitt 
Dec. 28    Aftan Chowansky, Tony & Chris Villabon 
Jan. 4,'06 Chris Kasmer, Nina Laushell 
Jan. 11    Dinner Fundraiser 
Jan. 18    Tahara & Germain Ortiz, Juan Garcia 
 
 
 
 

Have a blessed week! 
 


