
 
 

St. Vladimir Orthodox Church 
812 Grand Street, Trenton, NJ 08610       (609) 393-1234 

Rev. Volodymyr Chaikivskyi              V. Rev. Paul Shafran, Pastor Emeritus 
saintvladimir.org 

facebook.com/St-Vladimir-Orthodox-Church-Trenton-NJ-454092552035666 
 

VENERABLE CHARITON THE CONFESSOR, ABBOT OF PALESTINE 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2025 

TROPARION, KONTAKION & PROKEIMENON 
Troparion – Tone 7 
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death.  To the thief Thou didst open Paradise.  For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change 
weeping into joy, and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen,// granting the 
world great mercy. 

Troparion – Tone 8 
By a flood of tears thou didst make the desert fertile, and thy longing for God brought forth fruits in abundance.  By the 
radiance of miracles thou didst illumine the whole universe.//  Our holy Father Chariton, pray to Christ our God to save our 
souls! 

Kontakion – Tone 7 
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its powers.  Hell 
is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry:  “The Savior has come to those in faith;// enter, you faithful, into the 
Resurrection!” 

Kontakion – Tone 2 
Thou didst delight in the monastic life, divinely-wise one, and conquered the bodily passions; thou didst increase in faith, 
blossoming as the Tree of Life in the midst of Paradise,// most blessed and holy Chariton. 

Prokeimenon – Tone 7 
The Lord shall give strength to His people. / The Lord shall bless His people with peace. 
     V. Offer to the Lord, O you sons of God! Offer young rams to the Lord!  

Prokeimenon – Tone 7 
Let the saints exult in glory, / let them sing for joy on their couches!  

LITURGICAL COMMEMORATION 
Venerable Chariton the Confessor, Abbot of Palestine 
Saint Chariton the Confessor was born at Iconium in the province of Lycaonia, and suffered there during a persecution 
against Christians in the reign of Emperor Aurelian (270-275). The example of the holy Protomartyr Thekla (September 24), 
who was also a native of his city, encouraged him to confess Christ, since he had a great devotion to her.  

Saint Chariton bravely denounced the pagan gods and staunchly confessed faith in the one True God, Christ the Savior. 
The holy Confessor underwent fierce tortures but, by God's Providence, he survived. The persecution ended after 
Aurelian's death in 275. Saint Chariton was among the many Christians who were released from prison, and he resolved to 
dedicate his entire life to the service of the Lord. Although he escaped death, he grieved because he had not received the 
crown of martyrdom.  
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After arriving at Jerusalem on a pilgrimage to the holy places, he fell into the hands of thieves. They tied him up and 
threw him in a cave, intending to kill him later. After they left to find people to rob, the saint prayed fervently to God 
expecting to be put to death. He did not ask God to deliver him, but instead he entreated Him to do with him as He 
wished.  

At this time a snake crawled into the cave and began to drink wine from a vessel setting there. Later it vomited forth its 
deadly venom, poisoning the wine. When they returned to the cave, the evil men drank the poisoned wine and they all 
perished. Thus, their wicked lives came to a fitting end. Saint Chariton gave thanks to God, and then he gave away the 
gold which the malefactors had stolen, distributing it to the poor, to churches, and to monasteries. He began his ascetic 
struggles in the place of his miraculous rescue, and there he built a church. In time a monastery was established: the 
renowned Pharan Lavra in Palestine. Saint Chariton's fame drew many disciples to him. He governed them with paternal 
affection, and he elevated them to the highest degrees of virtue.  

Saint Chariton compiled a strict Rule for his monastery. Yearning for solitude, the monk withdrew farther into the desert 
in order to avoid the praise of men, but he never rejected anyone who sought his spiritual guidance. He founded two 
more monasteries: the Jericho (called the Monastery of Saint Chariton) and the Souka, which was called “the old Lavra.” 
He also brought many Jews and pagans to the Faith.  

At the end of his life, Saint Chariton struggled in a cave atop a hill near the Souka monastery, but he did not cease to 
provide guidance for all three of the monasteries which he founded. He fell asleep in the Lord peacefully and at an 
advanced age on September 28, 350.  

According to Tradition, Saint Chariton compiled the Office of the Monastic Tonsure. Saint Chariton was buried at the 
Pharan monastery, in accordance with his last wishes. His grace-filled relics were enshrined in the church that had been 
built on the site of the robbers' cave.  

EPISTLE & GOSPEL READINGS 
Epistle:  2 Corinthians 6:1-10 
We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain.  For He says: “In an 
acceptable time I have heard You, and in the day of salvation I have helped You.” Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.  We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed.  But in all 
things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, in stripes, in 
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, 
by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right 
hand and on the left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and 
yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, 
yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 

Epistle:  2 Corinthians 4:6-15 
For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.  We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed – always carrying about in 
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  For we who live are 
always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.  So then death 
is working in us, but life in you.  And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and 
therefore I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak, knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us 
up with Jesus, and will present us with you.  For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many, 
may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 
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Gospel:  Luke 6:17-23 
And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people 
from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their 
diseases, as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And they were healed.  And the whole multitude 
sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all.  Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, 
and said: “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.  Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be 
filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.  Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude 
you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake.  Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For 
indeed your reward is great in heaven, for in like manner their fathers did to the prophets. 

Gospel:  Luke 5:1-11 
So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, and 
saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets.  Then He got 
into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught 
the multitudes from the boat.  When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let 
down your nets for a catch.”  But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; 
nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.”  And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and 
their net was breaking.  So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and 
filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.  When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”  For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which 
they had taken; and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to 
Simon, “Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.”  So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook 
all and followed Him. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK, CAREGIVERS, AND DECEASED (To add a name, please email daricekeyes@gmail.com) 
For the Sick / Caregiver  For the Deceased  
Lynne (9/7) Paul (9/14) Jerry (9/7)  
Bill (9/7) Martha (9/14) Dorothy (9/21)  
Betty (9/7) Marie (9/14) Matushka Mary (9/28)  
Alexandra (9/7) Carmine (9/21)   
Father Paul (9/7) Marianne (9/21)   
Liam (9/7) Thomas (9/28)   
Kelly (9/7) Phyllis (9/28)   
Deborah (9/7) Michael (9/28)   
Vera (9/7) Charlotte (9/28)   
Francine (9/14) Subdeacon Sergius (9/28)   
Bill (9/14) Melody (9/28)   
Margie (9/14) Anthony (9/28)   
Ann (9/14) Michael (9/28)   
    

SERVICES 
Service Schedule for the Week of September 28 
Sunday September 28 –  9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 
Wednesday October 1 – PROTECTION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS  9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 
Saturday October 4 – 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession and Catechumen class in the church basement 
Sunday October 5 – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 

 
DONATIONS 
Weekly Giving 
September 21 – 108 adults, 15 youth, $3,028 
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ORTHODOXY 101 
Why is the Priest Separated from the Congregation? 
The area where the priest celebrates the majority of the services lies beyond the Iconostas and is the Sanctuary.  This is 
where the Altar Table is situated, as well as the Table of Oblation where the Holy Gifts are prepared before the Liturgy 
begins.  (Leavened bread and red grape wine are the elements used for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  During the 
Divine Liturgy, these elements are mysteriously changed into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy 
Spirit).  The Sanctuary is the Holy of Holies and the Altar is the Throne of God.  Only those having a function in the 
Sanctuary are permitted within.  The curtain hanging behind the Royal Doors in the center of the Iconostas is the New 
Testament version of the curtain shielding the Holy of Holies in the Temple at Jerusalem.  Through the Royal Doors 
passes Jesus Christ in the form of His Word, the Holy Gospel, and the Holy Gifts.  The first entrance during the Divine 
Liturgy is called The Little Entrance, and the second entrance is called The Great Entrance.  There are also two other 
doors on the Iconostas called Deacon's Doors through which everyone passes except the priest or bishop during special 
times of the service when they may pass through the Royal Doors. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The postponed Parish Council Meeting will be held this Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 7:00 PM in the church basement. 

There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church for the Potluck Supper which will take place after Vespers on  
October 18.  Metropolitan Tikhon and Archbishop Michael will be in attendance.  Please prepare food to share with 
approx. 60 people.  Thank you. 

There will be a FOCA Club meeting during Coffee Hour today. 

A Fall Shop has been set up in Daria Hall for the benefit of Sunday School.  Please take a look! 

Anniversary Banquet tickets are for sale in Daria Hall during Coffee Hour.  Cost is $35 per adult, $15 for children aged 8–13, 
and no charge for children aged 7 and under.  The maximum cost for a family with young children is $100.  Cash or checks 
(payable to St Vladimir Orthodox Church) are accepted.  Thank you. 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Ludwig Koerte – September 29 
Noah Kilgore – September 29 
Andrei Vrinceanu – September 29 
Lorenzo DiDonato – September 30 
Trudy Ellmore – October 1 
Have a blessed birthday and may God grant you many years! 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
    * If you are unable to accommodate your hosting date, please advise Darice as soon as possible so changes can be made. 
Hosts are responsible for providing and setting up the refreshments in Daria Hall at 9:00 AM and after Holy Communion, 
cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing, drying and putting away dishes, taking out the trash, wiping down the  
tables, and cleaning up the Coffee Room including turning off and cleaning the coffee and tea pots.  Hosts will be  
informed in advance if cream cheese, butter, or milk is needed.  PLEASE NOTE:  Your assigned Coffee Hour Support 
Person will provide guidance, however, the Support Person will leave Daria Hall at 9:55 AM to attend church services.  If  
you have arrived late or are not finished, you will be provided the key to lock the Hall when you are leaving for church  
services.  If you have any questions, please contact Alla Strauss. 
SUGGESTED MENU: 
Bagels / Breads 
Donuts / Pastries 
Desserts - let Alla know ahead of time if you will need desserts so they can be thawed on Saturday 
Fruit 
Salad 
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Tortilla Chips & Salsa 
Hummus & Pita 
Sugar-free dessert 
Oreos (they are all non-dairy)  
If serving pork, please provide an alternative for those who do not eat pork.                                            
     NOTE:  Hosts may provide a luncheon for a specific event or holiday (Panikhida, birthday, anniversary, holiday) with  
     advance notice to reserve the specific date to host the event.  The hosts will be responsible for all food preparation  
     for such a luncheon. 
Sept. 28    Manny & Lourdes Montiel, Zachary & Allison Hepburn 
Oct. 5    Catechumens, Trudy Ellmore 
Oct. 12    Melissa Braun, Sophie Dumas 
Oct. 19    110th Parish Anniversary 
Oct. 26    Melody Stavisky, Guy Radcliffe 
Nov. 2    Peter & Mary Abdallah, Jim Galcik 
Nov. 9    Paul & Patty Denko, Tyler & Anna Cassidy 
Nov. 16    FAST  Helen Yohannes, Viktoryia Baranava 
Nov. 23    FAST  Corneliu & Florica Balasa, Stefania Balasa 
Nov. 30    FAST  John Cassar, Christine DiDonato 
Dec. 7    FAST  Blake & Jessica Kilgore, Zachary & Allison Hepburn 
Dec. 14    FAST  Nana & Matthew Barrett, Inna Lebedeva 
Dec. 21     FAST  Herman & Francine Meyer, Madeleine Sekulich & Mark McDevitt 
Dec. 28    Aftan Chowansky, Tony & Chris Villabon 
Jan. 4,'06 Chris Kasmer, Nina Laushell 
Jan. 11    Tahara & Germain Ortiz, Amber Touch 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a blessed week! 
 


