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FOREFEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD / 
MARTYR SOZÓN OF CILICIA 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2025 

TROPARION, KONTAKION & PROKEIMENON 
Troparion – Tone 4 
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection, they cast away 
the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles:  “Death is overthrown!  Christ God is risen,//  granting the world great 
mercy!” 

Troparion – Tone 4 
Today from the stem of Jesse and from the loins of David, the handmaid of God Mary is being born for us.  Therefore all 
creation is renewed and rejoices.  Heaven and earth rejoice together.  Praise her, you families of nations, for Joachim 
rejoices and Anna celebrates crying out://  “The barren one gives birth to the Theotokos, the Nourisher of our life!” 

Troparion – Tone 4 
Thy holy martyr Sozón, O Lord, through his sufferings has received an incorruptible crown from Thee, our God.  For 
having Thy strength, he laid low his adversaries, and shattered the powerless boldness of demons.//  Through his 
intercession, save our souls! 

Kontakion – Tone 4 
My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains.  He has shattered 
the gates of hell, and as Master,//  He has risen on the third day! 

Kontakion – Tone 2 
Let us gather today and together sing to Sozón, the true and divinely wise martyr, an expert fighter for the faith, the 
mystical seer of divine grace, a generous provider of healing,// who prays to Christ God for us all. 

Kontakion – Tone 3 
Today the Virgin Theotokos Mary, the bridal chamber of the Heavenly Bridegroom, by the will of the God is born of a 
barren woman, being prepared as the chariot of God the Word.//  She was foreordained for this, since she is the divine 
gate and the true Mother of Life. 

Prokeimenon – Tone 6 
O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine inheritance!  
     V. To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me!  

LITURGICAL COMMEMORATION 
Forefeast of the Nativity of the Mother of God 
The first lesson at Great Vespers (Genesis 28:10-17) describes Jacob’s dream of a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, 
and the angels ascending and descending upon it. The second lesson (Ezekiel 43:27-44:4) speaks of the gate of the 
sanctuary which faces east. God enters through this gate, which is shut so that no one else can enter by it. The third  
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reading (Proverbs 9:1-11) talks about the house that Wisdom has built.  These readings are interpreted as prefiguring the 
Mother of God.  

Martyr Sozon of Cilicia 
Saint Sozon lived in the late III century. He was from Lykaonia in Cilicia, and originally his name was Tarasios. When he 
became a Christian, he was baptized and received the name Sozon. A shepherd by profession, he tried to imitate the 
meekness of the sheep, at which he marveled. “I am ashamed,” he said, “that I am inferior to sheep.”  He studied the 
Holy Scriptures attentively, and he also guided Christ‘s rational sheep to good pastures. One day, while watering his flock 
at a spring, Sozon fell asleep under an oak tree, where he had a vision which foretold his impending martyrdom for Christ. 
He was also informed that the spring would become a source of blessing and of healing for many, since it would be 
sanctified by God‘s grace. When he awakened, he entrusted his flock to another shepherd and journeyed to 
Pompeiopolis in Cilicia. Seeing what impiety there was in that city, his heart was profoundly grieved. 

Entering one of the temples of the idolaters, he beheld a golden statue representing a pagan “god.” Then, with great 
courage, he broke off the statue‘s right hand with his shepherd‘s crook and smashed it into tiny pieces, which he 
distributed to the poor. This caused a great uproar in the city. Maximian, the governor of Cilicia, became very angry, and a 
search was made to find the culprit. Many innocent people were arrested and tortured in an attempt to force a 
confession from them.  When Saint Sozon heard about this, he could not permit others to suffer for something he had 
done. Therefore, he presented himself before the governor and responded to his threats in a calm manner, saying that 
the statue was not doing anyone much good inside the temple, and so he used the gold for the benefit of the poor. 

Maximian asked the Saint how he dared to dishonor their “god” in such a way. Sozon replied, “I did this so that you 
might know that your ‘god’ is powerless. When I struck off his hand, he did not protest or make any attempt to stop me, 
nor did he cry out with pain. How could he? Your idol is deaf and dumb and without breath. It cannot see, hear, speak, or 
defend itself. If your ‘god’ was real, I would not have been permitted to break it.”  When Maximian heard these words, he 
ordered that Saint Sozon be tortured without mercy. He was suspended and his body was raked with iron claws. Then 
iron boots were nailed to the soles of his feet, and he was paraded through the city. Throughout his torments, he never 
ceased to glorify the Savior Christ. Once again he was suspended from a tree and beaten with iron rods, so that his body 
was mangled and his bones were broken. Amid such torture, the Saint surrendered his soul to God in the year 304. 

Seeing that he was dead, the soldiers took him down from the tree and built a large fire to burn his body so that the 
Christians would not be able to claim it and venerate it. Suddenly, there was thunder and lightning, rain and hail, which 
put out the fire. The pagans fled in fear, and the holy relics were not damaged. The faithful came at midnight, when it was 
very dark. They were troubled because they could not find the relics, but a light from Heaven shone upon Christ‘s holy 
martyr to guide them. Gathering the Saint‘s relics, the Christians gave them an honorable burial.  Many miracles took 
place at the tomb, and also at the spring where the Saint had his vision under the oak tree. Later, a church was built by 
the spring, and was dedicated to Saint Sozon. In that holy place praise was offered to the one true God, the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, to Whom be glory throughout all the ages. Amen.  

EPISTLE & GOSPEL READINGS 
Epistle:  Galatians 6:11-18 
See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand!  As many as desire to make a good showing in the 
flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.  For 
not even those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your 
flesh.  But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world.  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new 
creation.  And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.  From  
now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.  Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit.  Amen. 

Epistle:  1 Corinthians 16:13-24 
Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.  Let all that you do be done with love.  I urge you, brethren – you know 
the household of Stephanas, that it is the first fruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the ministry of 
the saints – that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors with us.  I am glad about the coming of  
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Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what was lacking on your part they supplied.  For they refreshed my spirit and 
yours. Therefore acknowledge such men.  The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in the 
Lord, with the church that is in their house.  All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.  The salutation 
with my own hand – Paul’s.  If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come!  The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Gospel:  John 3:13-17 
No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.   And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

Gospel:  Matthew 21:33-42 
Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress 
in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country.  Now when vintage-time drew near, 
he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit.  And the vinedressers took his servants, beat 
one, killed one, and stoned another.  Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them.  
Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’  But when the vinedressers saw the son, they 
said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’  So they took him and cast him 
out of the vineyard and killed him.  Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
vinedressers?”  They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other 
vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.”  Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the LORD’s doing, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes’?  

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK, CAREGIVERS, AND DECEASED (To add a name, please email daricekeyes@gmail.com) 

For the Sick / Caregiver  For the Deceased  
Francine (8/17) Charlotte (8/31) Matushka Mary (8/31)  
Bill (8/17) Subdeacon Sergius (8/31) Anthony Forostenko (8/31)  
Margie (8/17) Melody (8/31) Jerry (9/7)  
Anna (8/17) Lynne (9/7)   
Paul (8/17) Bill (9/7)   
Martha (8/17) Betty (9/7)   
Marie (8/17) Alexandra (9/7)   
Carmine (8/24) Father Paul (9/7)   
Marianne (8/24) Liam (9/7)   
Thomas (8/31) Kelly (9/7)   
Phyllis (8/31) Deborah (9/7)   
Michael (8/31) Vera (9/7)   

SERVICES 
Service Schedule for the Week of September 7 
Sunday September 7 – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy and Sunday School prayers followed by 40-day Panikhida  
                                             for Dottie Kish, and then Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 
Saturday September 13 – EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS CROSS 5:00 PM Vespers with Litya followed by Confession and  
                                                  Catechumen class in the church basement 
Sunday September 14 – EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS CROSS 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by  
                                               Coffee Hour in Daria Hall.  Today is the first day of Sunday School starting after Holy Communion. 
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DONATIONS 
Weekly Giving 
August 31 – 95 adults, 25 youth, $2,769 

 
ORTHODOXY 101 
Why Do You Make the Sign of the Cross? 
One of the things that you will see throughout the course of a service is people making the Sign of the Cross.  The Sign of 
the Cross is an important expression of our faith.  In fact, it has been said that as long as Orthodox Christians are taught 
to properly make the Sign of the Cross, the Orthodox Faith will remain safe since this symbol encapsulates so much of 
our core theology.  In the Orthodox Church, the Sign of the Cross is made with the right hand.  The thumb is joined with 
the first two fingers at the fingertips, symbolizing the Holy Trinity.  The remaining two fingers are closed down at the 
palm symbolizing the dual nature of Christ, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, Who entered time as the God-Man 
Jesus Christ.  The Sign of the Cross begins with the right hand touching the forehead, the abdomen, the right shoulder, 
and finally the left shoulder.  The sign of the Cross is typically made at the mention of the Holy Trinity, when the priest 
blesses the congregation, at the beginning and end of the reading of the Holy Gospel, and as a response to the petitions 
in the litanies. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Father Volodymyr reminds everyone to please refrain from wearing any lip covering (lipstick, chapstick, lip gloss, etc.) 
when partaking of Holy Communion.  All lip covering should be removed prior to approaching the chalice.  Thank you. 

The 110th Anniversary Banquet tickets are for sale in Daria Hall during Coffee Hour.  Cost is $35 per adult, $15 for children 
aged 8 – 13, and no charge for children aged 7 and under.  The maximum cost for a family with young children is $100.  
Tickets are limited so please do not delay in purchasing!  Cash or checks (payable to St Vladimir Orthodox Church) are 
accepted.  Please see Nina and Darice who are sitting near the mural in Daria Hall.  Thank you. 

Ad forms are printed and available at the credenza across from the Candle Desk.  All ads and payment may be given to 
Darice, and are due no later than September 10 (this week!).  If you have questions please see Darice. 

Please remember to sign up your child(ren) ages 4-12 for Sunday School, which will start next Sunday September 14.  The 
sign-up sheet is in the back of the church. 

Father Volodymyr will be away starting this evening and returning September 18.  Father Bohdan will serve Vespers with 
Litya (Exaltation of the Precious Cross) on September 13 and Divine Liturgy on September 14.  If you are in need of a 
priest during Father Volodymyr's absence, please contact Father Bohdan 732-486-9460. 

The Annual Parish Picnic will be held at the parish picnic grounds in Hamilton on Sunday September 21 after Divine 
Liturgy.  As usual, the church will provide the meats.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church for all of the  
other provisions needed.  We get a very large crowd so please be generous!  In case of inclement weather, the picnic will 
be held in Daria Hall.  There will be entertainment and a bouncy house for the children.  All non-perishable items should 
be brought to Daria Hall and put on the stage no later than the morning of Sept. 21.  Perishable items should be brought 
to the picnic grounds after Divine Liturgy. 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Christine Waite – September 7 
Zachary Hepburn – September 7 
Francine Meyer – September 9 
Mark Ortiz – September 9 
Justina Meyer – September 13 
Lizabeth Kasmer – September 13 
Have a blessed birthday and may God grant you many years! 
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COFFEE HOUR 
    * If you are unable to accommodate your hosting date, please advise Darice as soon as possible so changes can be made. 
Hosts are responsible for providing and setting up the refreshments in Daria Hall at 9:00 AM and after Holy Communion, 
cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing, drying and putting away dishes, taking out the trash, wiping down the  
tables, and cleaning up the Coffee Room including turning off and cleaning the coffee and tea pots.  Hosts will be  
informed in advance if cream cheese, butter, or milk is needed.  PLEASE NOTE:  Your assigned Coffee Hour Support 
Person will provide guidance, however, the Support Person will leave Daria Hall at 9:55 AM to attend church services.  If  
you have arrived late or are not finished, you will be provided the key to lock the Hall when you are leaving for church  
services.  If you have any questions, please contact Alla Strauss. 
SUGGESTED MENU: 
Bagels / Breads 
Donuts / Pastries 
Desserts - let Alla know ahead of time if you will need desserts so they can be thawed on Saturday 
Fruit 
Salad 
Tortilla Chips & Salsa 
Hummus & Pita 
Sugar-free dessert 
Oreos (they are all non-dairy)  
If serving pork, please provide an alternative for those who do not eat pork.                                            
     NOTE:  Hosts may provide a luncheon for a specific event or holiday (Panikhida, birthday, anniversary, holiday) with  
     advance notice to reserve the specific date to host the event.  The hosts will be responsible for all food preparation  
     for such a luncheon. 
Sept. 7    Luwam Tesfa, Nebiat Tesfa 
Sept. 14    FAST  Anna & Leon Brasowski, Simeon Brasowski, Brittani & Alex Brasowski 
Sept. 21    Annual Church Picnic 
Sept. 28    Tony & Chris Villabon, Juan Garcia 
Oct. 5    Catechumens, Trudy Ellmore 
Oct. 12    Melissa Braun, Sophie Dumas 
Oct. 19    110th Parish Anniversary 
Oct. 26    Melody Stavisky, Guy Radcliffe 
Nov. 2    Peter & Mary Abdallah, Jim Galcik 
Nov. 9    Paul & Patty Denko, Tyler & Anna Cassidy 
Nov. 16    FAST  Helen Yohannes, Viktoryia Baranava 
Nov. 23    FAST  Corneliu & Florica Balasa, Stefania Balasa 
Nov. 30    FAST  John Cassar, Christine DiDonato 
Dec. 7    FAST  Blake & Jessica Kilgore, Zachary & Allison Hepburn 
Dec. 14    FAST  Nana & Matthew Barrett, Inna Lebedeva 
Dec. 21     FAST  Herman & Francine Meyer, Manny & Lourdes Montiel 
Dec. 28    Aftan Chowansky, Madeleine Sekulich & Mark McDevitt 
Jan. 4,'06 Chris Kasmer, Nina Laushell 
Jan. 11    Tahara & Germain Ortiz, Amber Touch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a blessed week! 
 


