
 
 

St. Vladimir Orthodox Church 
812 Grand Street, Trenton, NJ 08610       (609) 393-1234 

Rev. Volodymyr Chaikivskyi              V. Rev. Paul Shafran, Pastor Emeritus 
saintvladimir.org 

facebook.com/St-Vladimir-Orthodox-Church-Trenton-NJ-454092552035666 
 

THE PLACING OF THE CINCTURE (SASH) OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 
AUGUST 31, 2025 

TROPARION, KONTAKION & PROKEIMENON 
Troparion – Tone 3 
Let the heavens rejoice!  Let the earth be glad!  For the Lord has shown strength with His arm.  He has trampled down 
death by death.  He has become the first born of the dead.  He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted 
to the world//  great mercy. 

Troparion – Tone 8 
Ever Virgin Theotokos, protectress of mankind, thou hast given thy people a powerful legacy:  the robe and sash of thy 
most honored body which remained incorrupt throughout thy seedless childbearing; for through thee time and nature 
are renewed.//  Therefore we implore thee: “Grant peace to thy people and to our souls great mercy!” 

Kontakion – Tone 3 
On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, leading us from the gates of death.  On this day Adam exults 
as Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and Patriarchs//  they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power. 

Kontakion – Tone 4 
Today thy flock celebrates the enshrinement of thy precious sash, and it earnestly cries out to thee://  “Rejoice, O Virgin, 
boast of all Christians!” 

Prokeimenon – Tone 3 
The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has become my salvation. 
     V. The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death.  

LITURGICAL COMMEMORATION 
The Placing of the Cincture (Sash) of the Mother of God 
The Placing of the Venerable Belt of the Most Holy Theotokos in a church of Constantinople’s Chalcoprateia district took 
place during the reign of the emperor Theodosius the Younger. Before this the holy relic, entrusted to the Apostle 
Thomas by the Mother of God Herself, was kept by pious Christians at Jerusalem after Her Dormition. During the reign of 
Emperor Leo the Wise (886-911), his wife Zoe was afllicted with an unclean spirit, and he prayed that God would heal her. 

The empress had a vision that she would be healed of her infirmity if the Belt of the Mother of God were placed upon her. 
The emperor then asked the Patriarch to open the coffer. The Patriarch removed the seal and opened the coffer in which 
the relic was kept, and the Belt of the Mother of God appeared completely whole and undamaged by time. The Patriarch 
placed the Belt on the sick empress, and immediately she was freed from her infirmity. They sang hymns of thanksgiving 
to the Most Holy Theotokos, then they placed the venerable Belt back into the coffer and resealed it. 

In commemoration of the miraculous occurrence and the twofold Placing of the venerable Belt, the Feast of the Placing 
of the Venerable Belt of the Most Holy Theotokos was established. Parts of the holy Belt are in the Vatopedi monastery 
on Mt. Athos, in Trier monastery, and in Georgia.  
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EPISTLE & GOSPEL READINGS 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 
by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you – unless you believed in vain.  For I 
delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the 
twelve.  After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, 
but some have fallen asleep.  After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.  Then last of all He was seen by 
me also, as by one born out of due time.  For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in 
vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.  Therefore, whether 
it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 

Gospel:  Matthew 19:16-26 
Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?”  So He 
said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the 
commandments.”  He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “’You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ 
‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’  ’Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ "   The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?”  
Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me.”  But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions.  Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.  When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?”  But Jesus 
looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK, CAREGIVERS, AND DECEASED (To add a name, please email daricekeyes@gmail.com) 
For the Sick / Caregiver  For the Deceased  
Lynne (8/10) Anna (8/17) Matushka Mary (8/31)  
Bill (8/10) Paul (8/17) Anthony Forostenko (8/31)  
Betty (8/10) Martha (8/17)   
Alexandra (8/10) Marie (8/17)   
Father Paul (8/10) Carmine (8/24)   
Liam (8/10) Marianne (8/24)   
Kelly (8/10) Thomas (8/31)   
Deborah (8/10) Phyllis (8/31)   
Vera (8/10) Michael (8/31)   
Francine (8/17) Charlotte (8/31)   
Bill (8/17) Subdeacon Sergius (8/31)   
Margie (8/17) Melody (8/31)   

SERVICES 
Service Schedule for the Week of August 31 
Sunday August 31 – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 
Saturday September 6 – 3:00 PM   40-day Panikhida for Anthony Forostenko 
                                                 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession and Catechumen class in the church basement 
Sunday September 7 – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 

 
DONATIONS 
Weekly Giving 
August 24 – 74 adults, 10 youth, $2,663 
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ORTHODOXY 101 
Why Do People Stand for the Whole Service?   
The Lord once declared that "Whenever two or more are gathered in My Name, I am in their midst."  (Matthew 18:20)  
Orthodox Christians could not conceive of simply sitting in the presence of the Lord, especially while in worship.  It is a 
sign of respect when the elderly, a judge, or even the President of the United States enters a room that those assembled 
rise up.  No less do we stand (or kneel in humility) before the King of Glory who comes invisibly upborne by unseen 
armies of angels.  In the Orthodox tradition, standing is the most appropriate attitude for prayer and worship because, 
for us, worship is not a "spectator sport".  Those who are not able to stand for whatever reason are not, of course, 
expected to do so and may use the chairs or pews provided.  Whatever you decide about standing, or not, Orthodox are 
asked to stand at least during the reading of the Gospel, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and at the time of Holy 
Communion. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Father Volodymyr reminds everyone to please refrain from wearing any lip covering (lipstick, chapstick, lip gloss, etc.) 
when partaking of Holy Communion.  All lip covering should be removed prior to approaching the chalice.  Thank you. 

There will be a 40-day Panikhida for Anthony Forostenko on Saturday, Sept. 6 at 3:00 PM. 

The 110th Anniversary Banquet tickets are for sale in Daria Hall during Coffee Hour.  Cost is $35 per adult, $15 for children 
aged 8 – 13, and no charge for children aged 7 and under.  The maximum cost for a family with young children is $100.  
Tickets are limited so please do not delay in purchasing!  Cash or checks (payable to St Vladimir Orthodox Church) are 
accepted.  Please see Nina and Darice who are sitting near the mural in Daria Hall.  Thank you. 

Information has been emailed to everyone regarding ads for our 110th Anniversary Commemorative booklet.  Ad forms 
are printed and available at the credenza across from the Candle Desk.  All ads and payment may be given to Darice, and 
are due no later than September 10.  Please remember to place your ads soon!  If you have questions please see Darice. 

We are asking people to please refrain from entering the Daria Hall kitchen during Coffee Hour unless you are a Host, 
Support Person, or volunteering to help serve or clean up.  There are moments it becomes chaotic and distracting with 
interruptions, and people and children wandering in and out.  Children especially should refrain from going into the 
kitchen due to the hot stove and ovens.  There are some plastic bags on a cart by the stage in the event anyone needs a 
bag to carry items.  If there is something else you need, please ask the Coffee Hour Host, the Support Person, or Alla.   
The Coffee Hour Schedule is posted next to the kitchen door so you can see who is hosting that day.  Thank you for your 
cooperation in helping keep everyone safe and healthy! 

Please remember to sign up your child(ren) ages 4-12 for Sunday School, which will start on Sunday September 14.  The 
sign-up sheet is in the back of the church. 

Father Volodymyr will be away starting the evening of September 7 and returning September 18.  Father Bohdan will 
serve Vespers with Litya (Exaltation of the Holy Cross) on September 13 and Divine Liturgy on September 14.  If you are in 
need of a priest during Father Volodymyr's absence, please contact Father Bohdan 732-486-9460. 

Due to the upcoming trip to Greece, the Parish Council meeting that was scheduled for September 9 is rescheduled for 
September 23. 

The Annual Parish Picnic will be held at the parish picnic grounds in Hamilton on Sunday September 21 after Divine 
Liturgy.  As usual, the church will provide the meats.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church for all of the  
other provisions needed.  We get a very large crowd so please be generous!  In case of inclement weather, the picnic will 
be held in Daria Hall.  There will be entertainment and a bouncy house for the children.  

There will be a meeting of the Anniversary Committee next Sunday, August 31, during Coffee Hour. 
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BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Jim Galcik – September 1 
Paula Koerte – September 2 
Matthew Ortiz – September 4 
Leonardo DiDonato – September 4 
Have a blessed birthday and may God grant you many years! 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
    * If you are unable to accommodate your hosting date, please advise Darice as soon as possible so changes can be made. 
Hosts are responsible for providing and setting up the refreshments in Daria Hall at 9:00 AM and after Holy Communion, 
cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing, drying and putting away dishes, taking out the trash, wiping down the  
tables, and cleaning up the Coffee Room including turning off and cleaning the coffee and tea pots.  Hosts will be  
informed in advance if cream cheese, butter, or milk is needed.  PLEASE NOTE:  Your assigned Coffee Hour Support 
Person will provide guidance, however, the Support Person will leave Daria Hall at 9:55 AM to attend church services.  If  
you have arrived late or are not finished, you will be provided the key to lock the Hall when you are leaving for church  
services.  If you have any questions, please contact Alla Strauss. 
SUGGESTED MENU: 
Bagels / Breads 
Donuts / Pastries 
Desserts - let Alla know ahead of time if you will need desserts so they can be thawed on Saturday 
Fruit 
Salad 
Tortilla Chips & Salsa 
Hummus & Pita 
Sugar-free dessert 
Oreos (they are all non-dairy)  
If serving pork, please provide an alternative for those who do not eat pork.                                            
     NOTE:  Hosts may provide a luncheon for a specific event or holiday (Panikhida, birthday, anniversary, holiday) with  
     advance notice to reserve the specific date to host the event.  The hosts will be responsible for all food preparation  
     for such a luncheon. 
Aug. 31    Amleset Gebrekvistos, Svetlana Sosedov 
Sept. 7    Luwam Tesfa, Nebiat Tesfa 
Sept. 14    FAST  Anna & Leon Brasowski, Simeon Brasowski, Brittani & Alex Brasowski 
Sept. 21    Annual Church Picnic 
Sept. 28    Germain & Tahara Ortiz, Juan Garcia 
Oct. 5    Catechumens, Trudy Ellmore 
Oct. 12    Melissa Braun, Sophie Dumas 
Oct. 19    110th Parish Anniversary 
Oct. 26    Melody Stavisky, Guy Radcliffe 
Nov. 2    Peter & Mary Abdallah, Jim Galcik 
Nov. 9    Paul & Patty Denko, Tyler & Anna Cassidy 
Nov. 16    FAST  Helen Yohannes, Viktoryia Baranava 
Nov. 23    FAST  Corneliu & Florica Balasa, Stefania Balasa 
Nov. 30    FAST  John Cassar, Christine DiDonato 
Dec. 7    FAST  Blake & Jessica Kilgore, Zachary & Allison Hepburn 
Dec. 14    FAST  Nana & Matthew Barrett, Inna Lebedeva 
Dec. 21     FAST  Herman & Francine Meyer, Manny & Lourdes Montiel 
Dec. 28    Aftan Chowansky, Madeleine Sekulich & Mark McDevitt 
Jan. 4,'06 Chris Kasmer, Nina Laushell 

Have a blessed week! 
 


