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AFTERFEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD |

MARTYR MYRON THE PRESBYTER OF CYZICUS
AUGUST 17, 2025

TROPARION, KONTAKION & PROKEIMENON

Troparion - Tone 1

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst rise on
the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of Life: “Glory
to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy Kingdom!// Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who lovest mankind!”

Troparion - Tone 1
In giving birth thou didst preserve thy virginity. In falling asleep thou didst not forsake the world, O Theotokos. Thou
wast translated to life, O Mother of Life,// and by thy prayers thou dost deliver our souls from death.

Troparion - Tone 4

Thy holy martyr Myron, O Lord, through his sufferings has received an incorruptible crown from Thee, our God. For
having Thy strength, he laid low his adversaries, and shattered the powerless boldness of demons.// Through his
intercession, save our souls!

Kontakion - Tone 1

As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, raising the world with Thyself. Human nature praises Thee as God, for
death has vanished. Adam exults, O Master! Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and cries to Thee:// “Thou art
the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!”

Kontakion - Tone 4

From childhood thou didst long for Christ, all glorious one, keeping His divine commandments and running to Him with all
thy being, all-honored Myron. Now thou dost zealously pray with the Angels, asking remission of sins// for those who
celebrate thy memory.

Kontakion — Tone 2
Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, who is constant in prayer and our firm hope in her intercessions.
For being the Mother of Life,// she was translated to life by the One Who dwelt in her virginal womb.

Prokeimenon - Tone 1
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us [ as we have set our hope on Thee!
V. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just!

Prokeimenon - Tone 3
My soul doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
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LITURGICAL COMMEMORATION

Afterfeast of the Dormition of the Mother of God
In some places, the Burial Service of the Theotokos is celebrated on August 17 using a special epitaphios with anicon
depicting the Mother of God.

Martyr Myron the Presbyter of Cyzicus

The Holy Martyr Myron was a presbyter in Achaia (Greece), and lived during the third century. He suffered in the year 250
under the emperor Decius (249-251). The presbyter was gentle and kind to people, but he was also courageous in the
defense of his spiritual children.

On the Feast of the Nativity of Christ, he was celebrating the Divine Liturgy. The local governor Antipater came into the
church with soldiers so as to arrest those praying there and to subject them to torture. Saint Myron began to plead for
his flock, accusing the governor of cruelty, and for this the saint was delivered over to be tortured.

They took Saint Myron and struck his body with iron rods. They then threw the presbyter into a red-hot oven, but the
Lord preserved the martyr, but about 150 men standing nearby were scorched by the fire. The governor then began to
insist that the martyr worship idols. Saint Myron firmly refused to do this, so Antipater ordered the leather thongs to be
cut from his skin. Saint Myron took one of the leather thongs and threw it in the face of his tormentor.

Falling into a rage, Antipater gave orders to strike Saint Myron all over his stripped body, and then to give the martyr to
wild beasts to be eaten. The beasts would not touch him, however. Seeing himself defeated, Antipater in his blind rage
committed suicide. They then took Saint Myron to the city of Cyzicus, where he was beheaded by the sword.

EPISTLE & GOSPEL READINGS

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 4:9-16

For | think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we have been made a spectacle
to the world, both to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you
are strong! You are distinguished, but we are dishonored! To the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are
poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless. And we labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being
persecuted, we endure; being defamed, we entreat. We have been made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all
things until now. | do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children | warn you. For though you might
have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus | have begotten you through
the gospel. Therefore | urge you, imitate me.

Gospel: Matthew 17:14-23

And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him and saying, “Lord, have mercy on
my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire and often into the water. So | brought
him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him.” Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation,
how long shall | be with you? How long shall | bear with you? Bring him here to Me.” And Jesus rebuked the demon, and
it came out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said,
“Why could we not cast it out?” So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, | say to you, if you have
faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move; and nothing will be
impossible for you. However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.” Now while they were staying in
Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and the
third day He will be raised up.” And they were exceedingly sorrowful.




PRAYERS FOR THE S’CK, CAREG’VERS, AND DECEASED (To add a name, please email daricekeyes@gmail.com)

For the Sick / Caregiver For the Deceased
Carmine (7/27) Alexandra (8/10) Herta (7/27)
Marianne (7/27) Father Paul (8/10) Igor (7/27)
Anthony (7/27) Liam (8/10) Dorothy (8/3)
Desiderio (7/27) Kelly (8/10) Matushka Mary (8/3)
Thomas (8/3) Deborah (8/10)
Phyllis (8/3) Vera (8/10)
Michael (8/3) Francine (8/17)
Charlotte (8/3) Bill (8/17)
Subdeacon Sergius (8/3) Margie (8/17)
Melody (8/3) Anna (8/17)
Lynne (8/10) Paul (8/17)
Bill (8/10) Martha (8/17)
Betty (8/10) Marie (8/17)

SERVICES

Service Schedule for the Week of August 17
Sunday August 17 — 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy and blessing of flowers, followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall

Saturday August 23 - 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession and Catechumen class in the church basement
Sunday August 24 — 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall

DONATIONS

Weekly Giving
August 10 — 109 adults, 17 youth, $5,717

ORTHODOXY 101

The Saints

Previously we discussed the saints depicted on the columns in our church. The first two pillars closest to the altar show
St. Peter (north pillar) and St. Paul (south pillar). The next two pillars hold the Greek brothers St. Methodius (north) and
St. Cyril (south). The final set of pillars in our church, the two pillars furthest from the altar, depict a grandmother and her
grandson, i.e. St. Olga (north) & St. Vladimir (south).

The Holy Great Prince Vladimir, Equal of the Apostles, and Enlightener of Rus’, was the youngest son of Prince Svyatoslav
of Kiev, and born in 963. He was only six years old when his grandmother, the Holy Princess Olga (July 11), who had raised
him, reposed, and his father sent him to reign in Novgorod under the tutelage of his mother's brother. At the age of
seventeen Vladimir began to rule on his own. He spent the first six years of his reign on military campaigns, leading his
army personally, reconquering Novgorod from Yaropolk. By 980, Vladimir had consolidated the territory of Kievan Rus'
from what is now Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine to the Baltic Sea. In addition, he strengthened the frontiers against the
incursions of Bulgarians, Baltic tribes, and Eastern nomads.

The Christianization of Russia took place over time. In the year 860 the Russians attacked Constantinople from the sea,
but the Greeks immersed the robe of the Most Holy Theotokos in the ocean. The sea became agitated, and the Russian
ships were swept away and retreated. After that, they sent an embassy to Constantinople to request Baptism. This was
the first Baptism of Rus'.

Also in 860 Saint Cyril, the enlightener of the Slavs, baptized 200 families in the southern Russian steppes. He made his
own translation of the Gospel and the Psalter. Metropolitan Michael was sent to care for the converts, and the Prince
gathered the people and called them to be baptized. The elders agreed, but they demanded a miracle. They wanted a
Gospel book to be thrown into the fire without being burnt. The Gospel was thrown in, the miracle occurred, and the
people were baptized. This was the second Baptism of Rus'.




The third took place under Princess Olga. The struggle between paganism and the rise of Christianity was

intense. Although Russia was still predominately pagan, Saint Olga lived, died, and was buried a Christian. Olga’s
Christian influence cannot be understated. During her time, there were already many Christians in Kiev and there was a
church dedicated to the Prophet Elijah. After Saint Olga's repose, the spread of Christianity was halted temporarily, but
not for long. The time of Prince Vladimir had come.

In those days, Kiev was a large trading city. Merchants came from all over the world, as well as preachers of various
religions. Saint Vladimir wanted to unite his people, not just under one government, but also under one Faith. The Prince
sent envoys to various countries to see which religion would be most suitable for his people. When Vladimir's emissaries
returned from Constantinople, they told him that when they stood in the church of Hagia Sophia (Holy Wisdom), they did
not know "whether they were on earth or in heaven."

According to the XI century writer Jacob Mnikh, the young Prince Vladimir remembered the example of his grandmother,
Princess Olga, "the wisest of men," as she was called by her contemporaries. Furthermore, he could not help being
influenced by the example of his mother, the Christian Princess Malusha, as well. The heroic death of Holy Protomartyrs
Theodore and his son John (July 12) in 983 also made a lasting impression on him. Eventually, the pagan Prince Vladimir
came to Christ and was baptized. St. Vladimir is remembered for helping the poor, sick and disadvantaged. This
assistance was provided on a large scale. Throughout Russia, the poor were sought and were given everything they
needed, and the sick also received treatment. During Saint Vladimir's reign, the state served the people, which was very
unusual in those days.

Saint Vladimir is commemorated on July 15 (the day of his repose) and on the second Sunday of Great Lent, along with
the Synaxis of the Venerable Fathers of the Kiev Caves, and all Saints who shone forth in Little Russia. The feast day of
Saint Olga is celebrated July 24th.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

It’s that time of year when we begin thinking that school and Sunday School will be starting soon! This year, Sunday
School will begin on Sunday, September 14™. As in the past, we will have two classes: 4-6 year olds and 7-12 year olds. Our
First Class students (4-6) will be studying the miracles of Jesus, as well as appropriate feast days and saints days. Our
Second Class students (7-12) will continue with the Orthodox Christian Education Commission curriculum. This year we
will be focusing on the ministry of Jesus, His teachings and miracles, as well as feast days and saints days. There is a sign-
up sheet in the back of the church for all parents interested in their children attending. As always, children should
receive Holy Communion first, and then be walked over to Daria Hall. We will provide snacks for them so please have
them come right downstairs. Teachers work very hard preparing lessons for the children so please have them attend as
much as possible, and not just for our Christmas Yolka. We look forward to another successful year sharing our love of
our Lord with your children. If you have any questions please feel free to ask. God bless you! Julie Stell

Following is the new address for Timothy & Valeria Srock: 115 Spring St., Unit 2, Carbondale, PA 18407. They would enjoy
receiving correspondence and keeping in touch with our parish during their tenure at the Seminary.

Today is the last day of collection for repairs at the Spring Valley, NY OCA Orthodox Church. The basket is in the back of
the church behind the last pew. Thank you.

The Annual Parish Picnic will be held at the parish picnic grounds in Hamilton on Sunday September 21 after Divine
Liturgy. As usual, the church will provide the meats. There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church for all of the
other provisions needed. We get a very large crowd so please be generous! In case of inclement weather, the picnic will
be held in Daria Hall. There will be entertainment and a bouncy house for the children.

Information has been emailed to everyone regarding ads for our 110" Anniversary Commemorative booklet. Ad forms
are printed and available at the credenza across from the Candle Desk. All ads and payment may be given to Darice, and
are due no later than September 10.

Pierogies are for sale in Daria Hall - see a member of the FOCA Club!
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BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

Christina DiDonato — August 18

Lauren Berck — August 18

Lynne Sheedy - August 19

Daniela Vrinceanu — August 19

Have a blessed birthday and may God grant you many years!

COFFEE HOUR

* If you are unable to accommodate your hosting date, please advise Darice as soon as possible so changes can be made.
Hosts are responsible for providing and setting up the refreshments in Daria Hall at 9:00 AM and after Holy Communion,
cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing, drying and putting away dishes, taking out the trash, wiping down the
tables, and cleaning up the Coffee Room including turning off and cleaning the coffee and tea pots. Hosts will be
informed in advance if cream cheese, butter, or milk is needed. PLEASE NOTE: Your assigned Coffee Hour Support
Person will provide guidance, however, the Support Person will leave Daria Hall at 9:55 AM to attend church services. If
you have arrived late or are not finished, you will be provided the key to lock the Hall when you are leaving for church
services. If you have any questions, please contact Alla Strauss.

SUGGESTED MENU:

Bagels [ Breads

Donuts / Pastries

Desserts - let Alla know ahead of time if you will need desserts so they can be thawed on Saturday

Fruit

Salad

Tortilla Chips & Salsa

Hummus & Pita

Sugar-free dessert

Oreos (they are all non-dairy)

If serving pork, please provide an alternative for those who do not eat pork.
NOTE: Hosts may provide a luncheon for a specific event or holiday (Panikhida, birthday, anniversary, holiday) with
advance notice to reserve the specific date to host the event. The hosts will be responsible for all food preparation
for such a luncheon.

Aug.17 Ladies Assumption Altar Society

Aug.24 Olga & James Bates, Walter & Tanya Tribbey

Aug.31  Amleset Gebrekvistos, Svetlana Sosedov

Sept.7  Luwam Tesfa, Nebiat Tesfa

Sept. 14 FAST Anna & Leon Brasowski, Simeon Brasowski, Brittani & Alex Brasowski

Sept. 21 Annual Church Picnic

Sept. 28 Germain & Tahara Ortiz, Juan Garcia

Oct.5 Catechumens, Trudy Ellmore

Oct.12  Melissa Braun, Sophie Dumas

Oct.19 110" Parish Anniversary

Oct.26  Melody Stavisky, Guy Radcliffe

Nov.2  Peter & Mary Abdallah, Jim Galcik

Nov.9  Annual Turkey Social (Bingo)

Nov.16 FAST Helen Yohannes, Viktoryia Baranava

Nov.23 FAST Corneliu & Florica Balasa, Stefania Balasa

Nov.30 FAST John Cassar, Christine DiDonato

Dec.7  FAST Blake & Jessica Kilgore, Zachary & Allison Hepburn

Dec.14 FAST Nana & Matthew Barrett, Inna Lebedeva

Dec.21  FAST Herman & Francine Meyer, Manny & Lourdes Montiel

Dec.28 Aftan Chowansky, Madeleine Sekulich & Mark McDevitt

Jan. 4,'06 Chris Kasmer, Nina Laushell

Have a blessed week!
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