St. Vladimir Orthodox Church

812 Grand Street, Trenton, NJ 08610  (609) 393-1234
Rev. Volodymyr Chaikivskyi V. Rev. Paul Shafran, Pastor Emeritus
saintvladimir.org
facebook.com/St-Vladimir-Orthodox-Church-Trenton-NJ-454092552035666

AFTERFEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD /

MARTYR AND ARCHDEACON LAURENCE, AND THOSE WITH HIM, OF ROME
AUGUST 10, 2025

TROPARION, KONTAKION & PROKEIMENON

Troparion - Tone 8
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! Thou didst accept the three day burial to free us from our sufferings!//
O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!

Troparion - Tone 7
Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, O Christ God, revealing Thy glory to Thy Disciples as far as they could bear it. Let
Thine everlasting Light also shine upon us sinners, through the prayers of the Theotokos!// O Giver of Light, glory to Thee!

Troparion - Tone 4

Victorious martyr of Christ our God, by the sign of the Cross thou didst give sight to the blind; thou didst distribute the
riches of the Church to the poor; thou wast tried by fire, and no evil was found in thee. As thou didst endure burning,
may thy prayers extinguish the flames of our many sins,// blessed Archdeacon Lawrence!

Kontakion - Tone 8
By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam. Eve exults in Thy Resurrection,// and the world
celebrates Thy rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Kontakion - Tone 2

Thy heart burned with divine fire, as the flames of the passions died within thee. God-bearing Martyr Lawrence, the pillar
of those who struggle, thou didst cry out in the midst of thy contest:// “Nothing can separate me from the love of
Christ!”

Kontakion - Tone 7

On the mountain Thou wast transfigured, O Christ God, and Thy Disciples beheld Thy glory as far as they could see it; so
that when they would behold Thee crucified, they would understand that Thy suffering was voluntary, and would
proclaim to the world// that Thou art truly the Radiance of the Father.

Prokeimenon - Tone 8
Pray and make your vows [/ before the Lord, our God!
V. In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel.

Prokeimenon — Tone 4
O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; / in wisdom hast Thou made them all.
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LITURGICAL COMMEMORATION

Afterfeast of the Transfiguration of our Lord

The hymns of Vespers remind us that the Transfiguration is not merely a historical event, but something which also has
implications for us. Those who “desire to see and hear things past understanding’” must ascend from earthly concerns to
“the height of the contemplation of the virtues.” This may be achieved by “directing our minds to heavenly things” and
by “being formed anew in piety into the image of Christ.”

Martyr & Archdeacon Laurence, and those with him, in Rome

The Martyrs Archdeacon Laurence, Pope Sixtus, Deacons Felicissimus and Agapitus, and the soldier Romanus were
citizens of Rome, and suffered in the year 258 during the reign of Emperor Valerian (253-260). Saint Sixtus was born in the
city of Athens, and at first he was a philosopher, but later he became a follower of Christ. When he arrived in Rome, he
showed himself to be a wise and devout member of the Church. Over a period of time, he passed through the various
ranks of the clergy, and became the Bishop of Rome following the martyric death of Saint Stephen (August 2). Several
Roman Hierarchs preferred to die rather than offer sacrifice to idols. Soon, Saint Sixtus was also arrested and imprisoned
together with his deacons Felicissimus and Agapitus.

When Archdeacon Laurence visited Saint Sixtus in prison, he cried out with tears, ""Where are you going, Father, without
your son? Where do you hasten without your Archdeacon? Never have you offered the Bloodless Sacrifice without me.
Take me with you, so that | may join you in shedding our blood for Christ!” Saint Sixtus replied, "l am not forsaking you,
my son. | am old and | accept the lesser battle, but greater suffering awaits you. You must achieve the greater victory and
triumph over your tormentors. Three days after my death, you shall follow after me." Then he entrusted Archdeacon
Laurence with the Church's treasures and sacred vessels, telling him to distribute these to the poor. He gathered them up
and went around the city on foot, to the clergy and impoverished Christians who were in hiding, helping them according
to their needs.

When he heard that Saint Sixtus had been brought to trial with his deacons, Saint Laurence went there in order to
witness the outcome. Seeing that the martyrs were obstinate in their refusal to offer sacrifice to the idols, Valerian
ordered them to be taken to the temple of Mars outside the city walls, and put to death if they did not offer incense to
the idols. When he saw the pagan temple, Saint Sixtus prayed for it to be destroyed. There was an earthquake which
caused part of the temple to collapse, and the statue of Mars was shattered to pieces. Saint Laurence cried out, ‘“Father, |
have fulfilled your command, and have distributed the treasures of the Church which you entrusted to me."

After hearing about treasure, the soldiers placed him under guard. Saint Sixtus and the other martyrs were beheaded in
front of the temple on August 6, 258. Afterward, the soldiers brought Saint Laurence to the Emperor, informing him that
they had heard the Archdeacon mention something about the Church's hidden treasures. The Emperor ordered him to
reveal where the treasures were, and the Archdeacon asked for three days in order to collect them. Then Saint Laurence
gathered all the poor and the needy, and brought them to the Prefect, saying, "Behold the treasures of the Church."

The ruler became very angry at this and ordered Hippolytos (IttéAvtog) who was in charge of the prison, to throw the
Archdeacon into the dungeon with other prisoners. There the Saint restored the sight of a man named Lucillus.
Hippolytos was amazed at this, and asked to see the Church's treasures. Saint Laurence told him that if he believed in
Christ and was baptized, he would find true wealth and everlasting life. Hippolytos said that if this was true, he would do
as he asked. Hippolytos took Saint Laurence to his home, where he instructed and baptized the jailer and all his
household, consisting of nineteen persons. Soon afterward, Hippolytos was ordered to bring the Archdeacon to Emperor
Valerian. Seeing that the Saint had not agreed to offer sacrifice, he ordered that Saint Laurence be tortured. Still, the
Archdeacon refused to sacrifice to the idols. As the Martyr endured these torments, a soldier named Romanus cried,
"Laurence, | see a radiant youth standing by you, and wiping your wounds. Entreat Christ, Who has sent His Angel to you,
not to abandon me."

Then Valerian commanded Hippolytos to return the Saint to prison. Romanus brought a pitcher of water and asked the
Martyr to baptize him. Immediately after the soldier was baptized, he was seized by other soldiers and taken to the
Emperor. Before anyone could question him, Romanus shouted, "l am a Christian." The Emperor ordered him to be taken
outside the city and beheaded on August 9. The next day, Saint Laurence was placed on a rack, scourged with whips with
sharp iron points attached to them, and then was stretched out naked on a red-hot iron gridiron with burning coals
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underneath it. The Holy Martyr glanced at the ruler and said, “You have already roasted one side of my body, now turn
me over to the other side so you may taste what you have roasted.” Then he glorified God, saying, “I thank You, Lord
Jesus Christ, that You have found me worthy to enter Your gates." Saint Laurence received the unfading crown of
martyrdom on August 10, 258.

That night, Saint Hippolytos took the Saint's body he wrapped it in a shroud with spices. Then he and the priest Justin
brought the relics to the home of a widow named Kyriake, where it remained until evening. Later, many Christians
escorted the Saint's body to a cave on the widow's property. After praying all night, they buried the Martyr there with
honor. Then Father Justin served the Divine Liturgy, and everyone partook of the Holy Mysteries.

Saint Hippolytos and the other Christians suffered martyrdom three days after the death of Saint Laurence, on August 13.
A large part of Saint Laurence's relics are located in the church of Saint Laurence "outside the walls" in Rome. Other
pieces of the holy relics are to be found in the Monasteries of Saint Panteleimon on Mount Athos, and at Kykkos, Cyprus.

EPISTLE & GOSPEL READINGS

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:9-17

For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. According to the grace of God which was
given to me, as a wise master builder | have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how
he builds onit. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds
on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day
will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work
which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself
will be saved, yet so as through fire. Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-34

Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes
away. And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening
came, He was alone there. But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was
contrary. Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw Him
walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!”” And they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke
to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You,
command me to come to You on the water.” So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he
walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink
he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O
you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. Then those who were in the
boat came and worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.” When they had crossed over, they came to the
land of Gennesaret.

PRAYERS FOR THE S’CK, CAREG’VERS, AND DECEASED (To add a name, please email daricekeyes@gmail.com)

For the Sick / Caregiver For the Deceased
Bill (7/20) Melody (8/3) Father Paul Kucynda (7/20)
Margie (7/20) Lynne (8/10) Victims of the Texas flood
Carmine (7/27) Bill (8/10) Anatole (7/20)
Marianne (7/27) Betty (8/10) Herta (7/27)
Anthony (7/27) Alexandra (8/10) Igor (7/27)
Desiderio (7/27) Father Paul (8/10) Dorothy (8/3)
Thomas (8/3) Liam (8/10) Matushka Mary (8/3)
Phyllis (8/3) Kelly (8/10)
Michael (8/3) Deborah (8/10)
Charlotte (8/3) Vera (8/10)
Subdeacon Sergius (8/3)
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Service Schedule for the Week of August 10

Sunday August 10 - 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall

Thursday August 14 - DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS 7:00 PM Vespers with Litya

Friday August 15 - DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy & blessing of flowers

Saturday August 16 - 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession and Catechumen class in the church basement

Sunday August 17 — 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy with blessing of flowers followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall

DONATIONS
Weekly Giving
August 3 - 85 adults, 19 youth, $3,423

ORTHODOXY 101

Why do People Kiss Icons when they Enter and Depart from the Church?

Itis our belief that human beings have a deep God-given need to express what we feel inside when those feelings are
pure and good. Orthodox Christians have great devotion and love for the individuals depicted in many of our icons. We
have a great respect and veneration for the biblical and historical scenes depicted in our icons because those events are
part of God's plan of salvation for the life of the world. When an Orthodox Christian bows before and/or places a kiss
upon an icon, the Gospel Book, or even another Christian, it is a sign of humility and devotion before God who acts
through the individual (or Scriptures if that is the case) so that all His people may be brought back to Paradise. Many
people do not understand this idea at first, but little by little come to realize that it is the deepest kind of veneration,
whereby the worshiper can actually experience heaven for a moment.

Isn't that all Idolatry? Are you worshipping your mother, father, husband, wife, son, or daughter when you give that
person a kiss? Of course not. Itis our belief that the outward honor we pay to the material reality extends to the
"prototype". There is also a vast distinction between honor (i.e. veneration or respect) and worship. We worship God
alone, and may have no others before Hm (Exodus 20:3). The Orthodox Church has already dealt with the issue of those
who could not make that distinction (i.e. the "iconoclasts") in the 8" century, 7" Ecumenical Council.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today is Timothy & Valeria Srock's last Sunday with us before they leave for St. Tikhon's Seminary, where Timothy will be
a Seminarian studying for the holy priesthood. We will have cake for them during today's Coffee Hour. God's blessings
to Timothy & Valeria at St. Tikhon's, and we look forward to their visits in the future!

There will be a Parish Council Meeting this Tuesday, August 12 at 7:00 PM in the church basement. Manuel Montiel will
replace Timothy Srock as a member of the Parish Council. Manny will be installed prior to the meeting.

We will continue collecting donations today and next Sunday August 17 for repairs at the Spring Valley, NY OCA Orthodox
Church. Thank you.

Please remember to attend the Dormition holy day services later this week. Flowers, in honor of the Theotokos, that are
brought to church by the faithful will be blessed during Divine Liturgy on the 15" as well as during Divine Liturgy on
Sunday August 17.

There is a meeting for all Sunday School teachers today during coffee hour. Anyone interested in team-teaching the 7-12
year old children with Julie Stell, please join us! The first day of Sunday School will be Sunday, September 14th. More
information will be forthcoming. Thank you.

The Anniversary Committee will briefly meet today during Coffee Hour.

Information has been emailed to everyone regarding ads for our 110" Anniversary Commemorative booklet. Ad forms
are printed and available at the credenza across from the Candle Desk. All ads and payment may be given to Darice, and
are due no later than September 10. Tickets for the 110" Anniversary Celebration Banquet will be on sale soon.
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Pierogies are for sale in Daria Hall - see a member of the FOCA Club!

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

Alexander Brasowski — August 12

Christian Kilgore — August 12

Jennifer Suarez - August 12

Peter Abdallah — August 13

Alexander Torres — August 13

Javier Torres — August 13

Tony Evans - August 16

Have a blessed birthday and may God grant you many years!

COFFEE HOUR

* If you are unable to accommodate your hosting date, please advise Darice as soon as possible so changes can be made.
Hosts are responsible for providing and setting up the refreshments in Daria Hall at 9:00 AM and after Holy Communion,
cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing, drying and putting away dishes, taking out the trash, wiping down the
tables, and cleaning up the Coffee Room including turning off and cleaning the coffee and tea pots. Hosts will be
informed in advance if cream cheese, butter, or milk is needed. PLEASE NOTE: Your assigned Coffee Hour Support
Person will provide guidance, however, the Support Person will leave Daria Hall at 9:55 AM to attend church services. If
you have arrived late or are not finished, you will be provided the key to lock the Hall when you are leaving for church
services. If you have any questions, please contact Alla Strauss.

SUGGESTED MENU:

Bagels [ Breads

Donuts / Pastries

Desserts - let Alla know ahead of time if you will need desserts so they can be thawed on Saturday

Fruit

Salad

Tortilla Chips & Salsa

Hummus & Pita

Sugar-free dessert

Oreos (they are all non-dairy)

If serving pork, please provide an alternative for those who do not eat pork.
NOTE: Hosts may provide a luncheon for a specific event or holiday (Panikhida, birthday, anniversary, holiday) with
advance notice to reserve the specific date to host the event. The hosts will be responsible for all food preparation
for such a luncheon.

Aug.10 FAST Karina Kotelnicki, Nancy Mitsos

Aug.17 Ladies Assumption Altar Society

Aug.24 Olga & James Bates, Walter & Tanya Tribbey

Aug.31 Amleset Gebrekvistos, Svetlana Sosedov

Sept.7  Luwam Tesfa, Nebiat Tesfa

Sept. 14 FAST Anna & Leon Brasowski, Simeon Brasowski, Brittani & Alex Brasowski

Sept. 21 Annual Church Picnic

Sept. 28 Germain & Tahara Ortiz, Juan Garcia

Oct.5 Blake & Jessica Kilgore, Nana & Matthew Barrett

Oct.12  Melissa Braun, Sophie Dumas

Oct.19 110" Parish Anniversary

Oct.26  Melody Stavisky, Guy Radcliffe

Nov.2  Peter & Mary Abdallah, Jim Galcik

Nov.9  Annual Turkey Social (Bingo)

Nov.16 FAST Helen Yohannes, Viktoryia Baranava

Nov.23 FAST Corneliu & Florica Balasa, Stefania Balasa

Nov.30 FAST John Cassar, Christine DiDonato

Dec.7  FAST Paul & Patty Denko, Zachary & Allison Hepburn

Dec.14 FAST Cole Johnson, Inna Lebedeva
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Dec.21  FAST Herman & Francine Meyer, Manny & Lourdes Montiel
Dec.28 Aftan Chowansky, Madeleine Sekulich & Mark McDevitt
Jan. 4,'06 Chris Kasmer, Nina Laushell

Have a blessed week!
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