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FATHERS OF THE FIRST SIX COUNCILS 
JULY 13, 2025 

TROPARION, KONTAKION & PROKEIMENON 
Troparion – Tone 4 
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection, they cast away 
the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles:  “Death is overthrown! Christ God is risen,// granting the world great 
mercy!” 

Troparion – Tone 8 
Thou art most glorious, O Christ our God, Who hast established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth.  Through them 
Thou hast guided us to the True Faith.//  O greatly compassionate One, glory to Thee! 

Kontakion – Tone 4 
My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains.  He has shattered 
the gates of hell, and as Master,//  He has risen on the third day! 

Kontakion – Tone 8 
The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ doctrines have established one Faith for the Church.  Adorned with the robe of 
truth, woven from heavenly theology,//  It defines and glorifies the great mystery of piety. 

Prokeimenon – Tone 4 
O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; / in wisdom hast Thou made them all. 
     V. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, Thou art very great!  

Prokeimenon – Tone 4 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, / and praised and glorified is Thy Name forever!  

LITURGICAL COMMEMORATION 
Fathers of the First Six Councils 
The Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils. 

In the Ninth Article of the Nicea-Constantinople Symbol of Faith proclaimed by the holy Fathers of the First and Second 
Ecumenical Councils, we confess our faith in “One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.” By virtue of the catholic nature 
of the Church, an Ecumenical Council is the Church’s supreme authority, and possesses the competence to resolve major 
questions of church life. An Ecumenical Council is comprised of archpastors and pastors of the Church, and 
representatives of all the local Churches, from every land of the “oikumene” (i.e. from all the whole inhabited world). 

The Orthodox Church acknowledges Seven Holy Ecumenical Councils: 
The First Ecumenical Council (Nicea I) (May 29, and also on seventh Sunday after Pascha) was convened in the year 325 
against the heresy of Arius, in the city of Nicea in Bithynia under Saint Constantine the Great, Equal of the Apostles. 
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The Second Ecumenical Council (Constantinople I) (May 22) was convened in the year 381 against the heresy of 
Macedonias, by the emperor Theodosius the Great. 

The Third Ecumenical Council (Ephesus) (September 9) was convened in the year 431 against the heresy of Nestorius, in 
the city of Ephesus by the emperor Theodosius the Younger. 

The Fourth Ecumenical Council (Chalcedon) (July 16) was convened in the year 451, against the Monophysite heresy, in 
the city of Chalcedon under the emperor Marcian. 

The Fifth Ecumenical Council (Constantinople II) (July 25) “Concerning the Three Chapters,” was convened in the year 
553, under the emperor Justinian the Great. 

The Sixth Ecumenical Council (Constantinople III) (January 23) met during the years 680-681, to fight the Monothelite 
heresy, under the emperor Constantine Pogonatos. 

The fact that the Seventh Ecumenical Council (Nicea II) is not commemorated today testifies to the antiquity of today’s 
celebration. The Seventh Council, commemorated on the Sunday nearest to October 11, was convened at Nicea in the 
year 787 against the Iconoclast heresy, under the emperor Constantine and his mother Irene.  

The Church venerates the Holy Fathers of the Ecumenical Councils because Christ has established them as “lights upon 
the earth,” guiding us to the true Faith. “Clad in the garment of truth,” the doctrine of the Fathers, based upon the 
preaching of the Apostles, has established one faith for the Church. The Ecumenical Councils, are the highest authority in 
the Church. Such Councils, guided by the grace of the Holy Spirit, and accepted by the Church, are infallible. 

The Orthodox Church’s conciliar definitions of dogma have the highest authority, and such definitions always begin with 
the Apostolic formula: “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us...” (Acts 15: 28). 

The Ecumenical Councils were always convened for a specific reason: to combat false opinions and heresies, and to clarify 
the Orthodox Church’s teaching. But the Holy Spirit has thus seen fit, that the dogmas, the truths of faith, immutable in 
their content and scope, constantly and consequently are revealed by the conciliar mind of the Church, and are given 
precision by the holy Fathers within theological concepts and terms in exactly such measure as is needed by the Church 
itself for its economy of salvation. The Church, in expounding its dogmas, is dealing with the concerns of a given historical 
moment, “not revealing everything in haste and thoughtlessly, nor indeed, ultimately hiding something” (Saint Gregory 
the Theologian). 

A brief summary of the dogmatic theology of the First Six Ecumenical Councils is formulated and contained in the First 
Canon of the Council of Trullo (also known as Quinisext), held in the year 692. The 318 Holy Fathers of the First 
Ecumenical Council are spoken of in this Canon I of Trullo as having: “with unanimity of faith revealed and declared to us 
the consubstantiality of the three Persons of the Divine nature and, ... instructing the faithful to adore the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit with one worship, they cast down and dispelled the false teaching about different degrees of Divinity.” 

The 150 Holy Fathers of the Second Ecumenical Council left their mark on the theology of the Church concerning the Holy 
Spirit, “repudiating the teaching of Macedonius, as one who wished to divide the inseparable Unity, so that there might 
be no perfect mystery of our hope.”  

The 200 God-bearing Fathers of the Third Ecumenical Council expounded the teaching that “Christ, the Incarnate Son of 
God is One.” They also confessed that “she who bore Him without seed was the spotless Ever-Virgin, glorifying her as 
truly the Mother of God.  

The 630 Holy Fathers of the Fourth Ecumenical Council decreed that “the One Christ, the Son of God... must be glorified 
in two natures.” 

The 165 God-bearing Holy Fathers of the Fifth Ecumenical Council “in synod anathematized and repudiated Theodore of 
Mopsuestia (the teacher of Nestorius), and Origen, and Didymus, and Evagrius, renovators of the Hellenic teaching about  
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the transmigration of souls and the transmutation of bodies and the impieties they raised against the resurrection of the 
dead.” 

The 170 Holy Fathers of the Sixth Ecumenical Council “taught that we ought to confess two natural volitions, or two wills 
[trans. note: one divine, and the other human], and two natural operations (energies) in Him Who was incarnate for our 
salvation, Jesus Christ, our true God.” 

In decisive moments of Church history, the holy Ecumenical Councils promulgated their dogmatic definitions, as 
trustworthy delimitations in the spiritual battle for the purity of Orthodoxy, which will last until such time, as “all shall 
come into the unity of faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God” (Eph. 4: 13). In the struggle with new heresies, the 
Church does not abandon its former dogmatic concepts nor replace them with some sort of new formulations. The 
dogmatic formulae of the Holy Ecumenical Councils need never be superseded, they remain always contemporary to the 
living Tradition of the Church. Therefore the Church proclaims: 

“The faith of all in the Church of God hath been glorified by men, which were luminaries in the world, cleaving to the 
Word of Life, so that it be observed firmly, and that it dwell unshakably until the end of the ages, conjointly with their 
God-bestown writings and dogmas. We reject and we anathematize all whom they have rejected and anathematized, as 
being enemies of Truth. And if anyone does not cleave to nor admit the aforementioned pious dogmas, and does not 
teach or preach accordingly, let him be anathema” (Canon I of the Council of Trullo). 

In addition to their dogmatic definitions, the Holy Fathers of the Ecumenical Councils exerted great efforts towards the 
strengthening of church discipline. Local Councils promulgated their disciplinary canons according to the circumstances 
of the time and place, frequently differing among themselves in various particulars.  

The universal unity of the Orthodox Church required unity also in canonical practice, i.e. a conciliar deliberation and 
affirmation of the most important canonical norms by the Fathers of the Ecumenical Councils. Thus, according to conciliar 
judgment, the Church has accepted: 20 Canons from the First, 7 Canons from the Second, 8 Canons from the Third, and 
30 Canons from the Fourth Ecumenical Synods. The Fifth and the Sixth Councils concerned themselves only with 
resolving dogmatic questions, and did not leave behind any disciplinary canons.  

The need to establish in codified form the customary practices during the years 451-680, and ultimately to compile a 
canonical codex for the Orthodox Church, occasioned the convening of a special Council, which was wholly devoted to 
the general application of churchly rules. This was convened in the year 692. The Council “in the Imperial Palace” or 
“Under the Arches” (in Greek “en trullo”), came to be called the Council in Trullo. It is also called the “Quinisext” 
[meaning the “fifth and sixth”], because it is considered to have completed the activities of the Fifth and Sixth Councils, 
or rather that it was simply a direct continuation of the Sixth Ecumenical Council itself, separated by just a few years. 

The Council in Trullo, with its 102 Canons (more than of all the Ecumenical Synods combined), had a tremendous 
significance in the history of the canonical theology of the Orthodox Church. It might be said that the Fathers of this 
Council produced a complete compilation of the basic codex from the relevant sources for the Orthodox Church’s 
canons. Listing through in chronological order, and having been accepted by the Church the Canons of the Holy Apostles, 
and the Canons of the Holy Ecumenical and the Local Councils and of the holy Fathers, the Trullo Council declared: “Let 
no one be permitted to alter or to annul the aforementioned canons, nor in place of these put forth, or to accept others, 
made of spurious inscription” (2nd Canon of the Council in Trullo). 

Church canons, sanctified by the authority of the first Six Ecumenical Councils (including the rules of the Seventh 
Ecumenical Council in 787, and the Constantinople Councils of 861 and 879, which were added later under the holy 
Patriarch Photius), form the basis of THE RUDDER, or KORMCHAYA KNIGA (a canon law codex known as “Syntagma” or 
“Nomokanon” in 14 titles). In its repository of grace is expressed a canonical norm, a connection to every era, and a guide 
for all the local Orthodox Churches in churchly practice. 

New historical conditions can lead to the change of some particular external aspect of the life of the Church. This makes 
creative canonical activity necessary in the conciliar reasoning of the Church, in order to reconcile the external norms of 
churchly life with historical circumstances. The details of canonical regulation are not fully developed for the various eras  
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of churchly organization all at once. With every push to either forsake the literal meaning of a canon, or to fulfill and 
develop it, the Church again and again turns for reasoning and guidance to the eternal legacy of the Holy Ecumenical 
Councils, to the inexhaustable treasury of dogmatic and canonical truths.  

EPISTLE & GOSPEL READINGS 
Epistle:  Romans 10:1-10 
Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.  For I bear them witness that they have 
a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.  For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish 
their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.  For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes.  For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who 
does those things shall live by them.”  But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who 
will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down from above) or, ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to 
bring Christ up from the dead).  But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the 
word of faith which we preach):  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God 
has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. 

Epistle:  Hebrews 13:7-16 
Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the 
outcome of their conduct.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Do not be carried about with various 
and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those 
who have been occupied with them.  We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.  
For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside 
the camp.  Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate.  
Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach.  For here we have no continuing city, but we 
seek the one to come.  Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, 
giving thanks to His name.  But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

Gospel:  Matthew 8:28-9:1 
When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-possessed men, 
coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way.  And suddenly they cried out, saying, 
“What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?”  Now a 
good way off from them there was a herd of many swine feeding.  So the demons begged Him, saying, “If You cast us 
out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine.”  And He said to them, “Go.” So when they had come out, they went 
into the herd of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and 
perished in the water.  Then those who kept them fled; and they went away into the city and told everything, including 
what had happened to the demon-possessed men.  And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus. And when they 
saw Him, they begged Him to depart from their region.  So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. 

Gospel:  John 17:1-13 
Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your 
Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You 
have given Him.  And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 
sent.  I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.  And now, O Father, 
glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.  I have manifested Your 
name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept 
Your word.  Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You.  For I have given to them the 
words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and 
they have believed that You sent Me.  I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, 
for they are Yours.  And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them.  Now I am no longer in the 
world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given 
Me, that they may be one as We are.  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You 
gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I 
come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK, CAREGIVERS, AND DECEASED (To add a name, please email daricekeyes@gmail.com) 

For the Sick / Caregiver  For the Deceased  
Alla (6/22) Lynne (7/6) Hazel (7/13)  
Anatole (6/22) Bill (7/13) Matushka Mary (7/13)  
Carmine (6/29) Dorothy (7/13)   
Marianne (6/29) Betty (7/13)   
Emily (7/6) Liam (7/13)   
Michael (7/6) Kelly (7/13)   
Charlotte (7/6) Alexandra (7/13)   
Subdeacon Sergius (7/6) Father Paul (7/13)   
Melody (7/6) Deborah (7/13)   
    

SERVICES 
Service Schedule for the Week of July 13 
Sunday July 13 – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by St. Vladimir Day Celebration in Daria Hall 
Monday July 14 – ST. VLADIMIR DAY  7:00 Vespers with Litya 
Tuesday July 15 – ST. VLADIMIR DAY  9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 
Saturday July 19 – 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession and Catechumen class in the church basement 
Sunday July 20 – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 

 
DONATIONS 
Weekly Giving 
July 6 – 90 adults, 19 youth, $3,315 

 
ORTHODOXY 101 
A Short History 
The Orthodox Church traces Her origins to the time of Jesus Christ and His Apostles.  In fact, you could say that the 
Orthodox Church was born on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles in the form of 
tongues of fire from Heaven.  From that point, missionary activity carried Her teachings to many parts of the world, 
including Greece, Asia Minor, Russia, many parts of both Eastern and Western Europe, and the entire Middle East and 
North Africa.  In addition, the Faith extended into India and eventually found its way to the shores of this continent as 
well.  However, a tragic separation occurred between the Eastern and Western branches of Christianity around the year 
1054, and the entire Western Church (Roman Catholic), under the leadership of the Pope of Rome, fell away from the rest 
of the Holy Orthodox Church.  Since that separation, the two traditions have developed in quite different ways, and this is 
part of the reason for the unfamiliarity experienced by visitors to an Orthodox church. 

Worship for All the Senses 
The first thing that you may notice when you visit us is that Orthodox worship engages all the five senses.  For us, 
worship is not a passive event.  The burning candles; the color, form, and placement of the icons; the music of the choir; 
the fragrance of the incense; the taste of the Bread and Wine - all work to focus our entire being on the worship of the 
Living God. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please join us in Daria Hall after Divine Liturgy for a celebratory meal in honor of St. Vladimir, our patron saint.  Donations 
will be accepted at the door.  The actual feast day is this Tuesday, July 15 – please attend Vespers Monday night and 
Divine Liturgy Tuesday morning 

The rescheduled Parish Council meeting will be held this Tuesday, July 15 at 7:00 PM in the church basement. 
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Technology update:  We are now able to accept credit card, Apple Pay, and Samsung Wallet payments for candles at the 
Candle Desk in church and the Bookstore in Daria Hall. 

Pictures of members of the following organizations will be needed for our 110th Anniversary Commemorative booklet:  
Parish Council, FOCA Club, Ladies Assumption Altar Society, Men's Club, Sunday School children and teachers, Choir, Altar 
Servers, Father Volodymyr and family, and Church Bell Ringers.  Pictures will be needed by September 1.  Alan, Francine, 
Alla, Sami, Julie S., Benjamin, Leon, Father, Tiberiu – please contact your members and arrange a date.  Pictures can be 
taken in Daria Hall during Coffee Hour – the mural will be a nice backdrop.  Either Tyler B., Herman, or Darice can take the 
pictures. 

Information has been emailed to everyone regarding ads for our 110th Anniversary Commemorative booklet.  All ads and 
payment may be given to Darice, and are due no later than September 10. 

There is a raffle table of small baskets set up near the bookstore in Daria Hall.  The baskets contain Velika homemade 
Lutenitza, which is a delicious vegetable spread made from grilled peeled red peppers, tomato paste, grilled peeled 
eggplant, sunflower oil, sugar, salt, and spices.  The raffle is a fundraiser for St. Justin Academy (Orthodox Christian 
Education for grades K-12) where Boryana Dorvil's children attend school.  Raffle tickets are $5 each, 3 for $10, and 10 for  
$20.  Please see Boryana or a member of the FOCA Club to buy tickets.  Thank you for your support of this Orthodox 
school. 

A Humble Request for Support from our Church Family 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
I hope this message finds you well.  My name is Viktoryia Baranava, and my family (Siarhei, Viktoryia, Anhelina, Fiodar, 
and Ivan) have been blessed to be part of our loving church community for many years.  Today, I’d like to share some 
exciting news - our son, Ivan Baranau, recently became a USA National Judo Champion!  He now has the opportunity to 
compete at the World Judo Championships representing the United States.  We are so proud of him, but this opportunity 
also comes with significant financial costs - travel, training, and participation expenses.  We’ve started a GoFundMe 
campaign and humbly ask for your support through donations, prayers, or by sharing the link.  GoFundMe 
link:  https://gofund.me/4393915f.  Your kindness and support mean more to us than words can express.   
With love and gratitude,  Viktoryia and the Baranau Family 

Pierogies are for sale in Daria Hall – see a member of the FOCA Club! 

Remember to mark your calendars for the parish's 110th Anniversary Celebration on October 18 and 19.  Metropolitan 
Tikhon and Archbishop Michael will be in attendance.  Vespers will be celebrated Saturday evening, and a hierarchical 
liturgy will be celebrated Sunday morning, including the Ordination to the Diaconate of our parishioner Alan Basil Berck,  
followed by a catered celebration banquet in Daria Hall.  Tickets for the banquet will be available soon. 
 
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Rebeca Medina – July 14 
Nina Laushell – July 15 
Alice Kushlyak – July 17 
Monia Pitra – July 18 
Have a blessed birthday and may God grant you many years! 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
    * If you are unable to accommodate your hosting date, please advise Darice as soon as possible so changes can be made. 
Hosts are responsible for providing and setting up the refreshments in Daria Hall at 9:00 AM and after Holy Communion, 
cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing, drying and putting away dishes, taking out the trash, wiping down the  
tables, and cleaning up the Coffee Room including turning off and cleaning the coffee and tea pots.  Hosts will be  
informed in advance if cream cheese, butter, or milk is needed.  PLEASE NOTE:  Your assigned Coffee Hour Support 
Person will provide guidance, however, the Support Person will leave Daria Hall at 9:55 AM to attend church services.  If  
you have arrived late or are not finished, you will be provided the key to lock the Hall when you are leaving for church  
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services.  If you have any questions, please contact Alla Strauss. 
SUGGESTED MENU: 
Bagels / Breads 
Donuts / Pastries 
Desserts - let Alla know ahead of time if you will need desserts so they can be thawed on Saturday 
Fruit 
Salad 
Tortilla Chips & Salsa 
Hummus & Pita 
Sugar-free dessert 
Oreos (they are all non-dairy)  
If serving pork, please provide an alternative for those who do not eat pork.                                            
     NOTE:  Hosts may provide a luncheon for a specific event or holiday (Panikhida, birthday, anniversary, holiday) with  
     advance notice to reserve the specific date to host the event.  The hosts will be responsible for all food preparation  
     for such a luncheon. 
July 13    St. Vladimir Feast Day Celebration 
July 20    Helene Hopkins, Mary Ellen Jones 
July 27    Ludwin Lopez, Fr. Volodymyr & Matushka Oksana 
Aug. 3    FAST  Trudy Ellmore, Eleni Athanatos & Tom Sowanick  
Aug. 10    FAST  Karina Kotelnicki, Nancy Mitsos 
Aug. 17    Ladies Assumption Altar Society 
Aug. 24    Olga & James Bates, Walter & Tanya Tribbey 
Aug. 31    Amleset Gebrekvistos, Paula & Ludwig Koerte 
Sept. 7    Luwam Tesfa, Nebiat Tesfa 
Sept. 14    FAST  Svetlana Sosedov, Natalia Kolomatskaia 
Sept. 21    Annual Church Picnic 
Sept. 28    Germain & Tahara Ortiz, Juan Garcia 
Oct. 5    Blake & Jessica Kilgore, Nana & Matthew Barrett 
Oct. 12    Melissa Braun, Sophie Dumas 
Oct. 19    110th Parish Anniversary 
Oct. 26    Melody Stavisky, Guy Radcliffe 
Nov. 2    Peter & Mary Abdallah, Jim Galcik 

 

Have a blessed week! 


