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SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
MAY 25, 2025

TROPARION, KONTAKION & PROKEIMENON

Troparion - Tone 5

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our salvation from
the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead|// by His glorious
Resurrection.

Troparion - Tone 4
Thy head was revealed to us by Christ as a divine treasure in the earth, O Prophet and Forerunner. We gather in honor of
this discovery with inspired hymns of praise to the Savior,// Who saves us from corruption through thy prayers.

Kontakion - Tone 6
The shining pillar on earth, the Forerunner, lamp of the Spiritual Sun, has revealed his radiant, holy head to the ends of
the earth. He sanctifies those who venerate it and who faithfully cry:// “Wise Baptist of Christ, save us all!”

Kontakion - Tone 4
| come to Thee, O Christ, blind from birth in my spiritual eyes, and call to Thee in repentance:// “Thou art the most radiant
Light of those in darkness.”

Prokeimenon - Tone 8
Pray and make your vows |/ before the Lord, our God!
V. In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel.

Prokeimenon - Tone 7
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord [ and shall hope in Him.

LITURGICAL COMMEMORATION

Sunday of the Blind Man

At the end of Chapter 8 in Gospel of Saint John, the Savior was disputing with the Pharisees in the Temple during the
Feast of Tabernacles. He told them, "Your father Abraham was glad that he should see my day; and he saw it and
rejoiced" (John 8:56). The Jews said that Jesus was not even fifty years old, so how could He claim to have seen
Abraham? The Lord replied, "Before Abraham was, | am." | am, of course, is the name that God revealed to Moses in the
Burning Bush. When the Jews picked up stones to throw at Him, He hid Himself and went out of the Temple.

We read in Salnt John's Gospel (9:1-38): ""As He passed by, he saw a man who was blind from birth." It might appear that
Jesus was on His way to something or someone else, but in his Commentary on the Gospel of Saint John, the ever-
memorable Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas, quotes from Homily LVI of Saint John Chrysostom: "that on going out of the
Temple, He proceeded intentionally to the work, is clear from this: it was He who saw the blind man, and not the blind
man who came to Him...."
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Christ's disciples asked Him who had sinned, the blind man or his parents that he had been born blind. Jesus answered,
"Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God might be manifested in him" (John 9:3). It was
thought that a person who had some affliction must have sinned (or his parents did) to deserve such punishment. In the

Book of Exodus (20:5), God said that he would visit "the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation." This, however, applied to the sin of idolatry, if the children emulated their parents' behavior.

The blind man was not born blind just so the miracle could be performed, but seeing the man in such a condition, the
Lord decided to use him in a way that would manifest God's glory. He Who is the Light of the world healed the blind man
and enlightened him. Giving sight to the blind was one of the signs which would identify the Messiah (Matthew 11:4-6).

The Lord made clay when He spat on the ground, and placed it in the man’s empty eye sockets and sent him to the pool
of Siloam to wash. Most versions of the Gospels translate the word emteBnkev as "anointed," but it can also mean "to
spread on," or "to smear." Siloam means "sent," and in Saint John's Gospel Christ says about forty times that He Himself
had been sent by the Father." This manner of healing reminds us of the way God created man by fashioning him from the
dust of the earth. In the Old Testament God created man from the dust of the earth, now Christ, the same God, fashions
eyes from the clay and places them in the blind man’s empty sockets. Here are some quotes from the Pentecostarion: At
the Oikos of Matins: ""He receives physical eyes as well as those of the soul."

In the Verses of the Synaxarion: O Bestower of light. Who are Light coming forth from Light; You gave eyes to the man
who was blind from birth, O Word." In the second exapostilarion: "Along the way, the Savior found a man who lacked
both sight and eyes." At Monday Vespers (stikheron of the Feast) we sing, "With his whole soul, and mind, and his
tongue, the man who in times not long passed had been blind, confessed Him Who had fashioned eyes for him out of
spittle and clay..."

Saint Theophylaktos says in his Commentary that "Jesus our Lord fashioned all the members of the blind man's body
except for the eyes, which He omitted. By healing them now, he completes the divine act of creating and demonstrates
that He is the Creator."

Jesus tests the faith of the blind man by sending him to the Pool of Siloam (which means “sent”). He respects the man’s
freedom, but asks for his voluntary and free participation in the miracle. The blind man, with faith, obeys God’s
command. He goes and washes in the pool, and he returns seeing. The former blind man’s life was not made easier,
however. He becomes the object of the Scribes' and Pharisees' evil and hatred, those who believed in God and in the
observance of His Law. They themselves were blind, yet they were suspicious of the formerly blind man, imagining that
he only pretended to be blind and now was able to see. "They willingly were made blind by the dark letter of the Law, in
which Christ, the resplendent Sun shines."'

They questioned the man who was blind, but when they see the miracle before their eyes, instead of believing, they shut
the eyes of their souls. Then the man's parents were questioned. They were afraid to confirm the miracle that happened
to their son who was born blind, because they did not want to be expelled from the synagogue. They tried to avoid
trouble by concealing the truth. Therefore, they said, "He is of age, ask him!"

We who receive benefits from God every day are ashamed or afraid to confess God because of our lack of trust. We put
our own interests above God, knowing that He will understand us! He will understand us, but He will also see our faith
and what priorities we have in our lives. Christ will see what "gods" we have put in His place, but He will not cease to
remind us that He is the light of the world. The blind man was healed, not only in the eyes of his body but eventually in
his soul as well. He recognizes Jesus as God, and does not hesitate to confess it before the religious rulers with courage
that many of us would envy. Faith alone is not enough, we also need to confess our faith in order to become genuine
children of God. When we confess Christ before men, He will confess us before His Father, as the Lord has promised us:
"Everyone who shall confess me before men, I also shall confess him before my Father who is in Heaven; and whoever
denies me before men I also will deny him before my Father who is in Heaven" (Matthew 10:32).

In addition to the Sunday of the Blind Man, today the Church also commemorates the Icon of the Mother of God "Of the
Passion" in remembrance of the miracles which occurred on this day.
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In the Moscow church of the Unburnt Bush in the Khamovniki district, there is an Icon which was once in the Palace. The
ancient writing is beautiful. The size of the Icon measures 1 arshin 12 vershkov long, and 1 arshin 7 vershkov wide. This
Icon is commemorated twice: on September 4, the Feast Day of the Prophet Moses, and also on the Sixth Sunday After
Pascha (the Sunday of the Blind Man), because according to Tradition, the Icon was transferred from the Kremlin to the
newly-consecrated Khamovniki church on this day.

At Khamovniki is the Novodevichii Convent (founded in 1524) and the Zachatievsky convent (founded in 1584), the rebuilt
cathedral of Christ the Savior, the church of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker at Khamovniki and others. More than ten
Orthodox churches in Khamovniki were destroyed during the Soviet era. Memorial chapels and memorial signs have now
been placed on the site of some of the destroyed temples. Khamovniki is also the working residence of the Patriarch of
Moscow and All Russia, and the Publishing Council of the Russian Orthodox Church.

EPISTLE & GOSPEL READINGS

Epistle: Acts 16:16-34

Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought
her masters much profit by fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And this she did for many days. But Paul,
greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “l command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he
came out that very hour. But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men,
being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or
observe.” Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded
them to be beaten with rods. And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, commanding
the jailer to keep them securely. Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet
in the stocks. But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to
them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all
the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing
the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. But Paul called
with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down
trembling before Paul and Silas. And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” So they said,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord
to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And
immediately he and all his family were baptized. Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before
them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4:6-15

For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed — always carrying about in
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are
always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So then death
is working in us, but life in you. And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and
therefore | spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak, knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us
up with Jesus, and will present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many,
may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.

Gospel: John 9:1-38

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but
that the works of God should be revealed in him. | must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is
coming when no one can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” When He had said these things,
He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He
said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing.
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Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?”
Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He said, “l am he.” Therefore they said to him, “How were your
eyes opened?” He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the
pool of Siloam and wash.” So | went and washed, and | received sight.” Then they said to him, “Where is He?”” He said, “I
do not know.” They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He
put clay on my eyes, and | washed, and | see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not from God, because
He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”” And there was a division
among them. They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?” He said,
“He is a prophet.” But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until they
called the parents of him who had received his sight. And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind; but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age;
ask him. He will speak for himself.” His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed
already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said,
“He is of age; ask him.” So they again called the man who was blind, and said to him, “Give God the glory! We know that
this Man is a sinner.” He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not | do not know. One thing | know: that though
I was blind, now | see.” Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered
them, “I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His
disciples?” Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke
to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where He is from.” The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a
marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not
hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him. Since the world began it has been
unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If this Man were not from God, He could do
nothing.” They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?”’ And they cast
him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son
of God?” He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that | may believe in Him?” And Jesus said to him, “You have both
seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.” Then he said, “Lord, | believe!” And he worshiped Him.

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-5

And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples and said to Him, “Are You the
Coming One, or do we look for another?” Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things which you hear
and see: The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor
have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” As they departed, Jesus
began to say to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the
wind? But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in
kings’ houses. But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | say to you, and more than a prophet. For this is he of
whom it is written: ‘Behold, | send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.” Assuredly, |
say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers
violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to
receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!

PRAYERS FOR THE S’CK, CAREG’VERS, AND DECEASED (To add a name, please email daricekeyes@gmail.com)

For the Sick / Caregiver For the Deceased
Carmine (5/4) Betty (5/18) Matushka Mary (5/18)
Marianne (5/4) Liam (5/18)

Michael (5/11) Kelly (5/18)

Charlotte (5/11) Alexandra (5/18)

Subdeacon Sergius (5/11) Father Paul (5/18)

Melody (5/11) Deborah (5/18)

Lynne (5/11) Francine (5/18)

Dorothy (5/18) Desiderio (5/25)
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SERVICES

Service Schedule for the Week of May 25

Sunday May 25 — 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall
Wednesday May 28 - ASCENSION 7:00 PM Vespers with Litya

Thursday May 29 - ASCENSION 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy

Saturday May 31 - 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession and Catechumen class in the church basement
Sunday June 1 - 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall

DONATIONS

Weekly Giving

May 18 - 85 adults, 19 youth, $3,213

If you would like to donate on line, this QR code will take you to the Donation site where you can
set up a one-time or recurring donation, or make changes to your existing account. Thank you!

ORTHODOXY 101

Saints of the Church

Did you know that St. Vladimir Orthodox Church was founded in October 1915 by a group of approximately 30 Russian
immigrants? Inspired by the Holy Spirit, these believers in Christ decided to organize a local Orthodox parish community
focused on ministering to fellow Russians.

As members of the Orthodox Church in America, we understand that many of us come from different ethnic traditions,
but we are all called to be one body in Christ. "There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28).

However, recognizing our parish's Russian heritage, why are there Greek Orthodox saints depicted on the two middle
columns in our church?

The Byzantine Saints depicted are Cyril and Methodius and honored with the titles Equals of the Apostles,

and Enlighteners of the Slavs. Cyril and Methodius came from anillustrious and pious family living in the Greek city of
Thessalonica. Saint Methodius was the oldest of seven brothers, Saint Constantine [Cyril was his monastic name] was the
youngest. At first Saint Methodius was in the military and was governor in one of the Slavic principalities dependent on
the Byzantine Empire, probably Bulgaria, which made it possible for him to learn the Slavic language. After living there for
about ten years, Saint Methodius later received monastic tonsure at one of the monasteries on Mount Olympus (Asia
Minor).

The younger brother Constantine distinguished himself by his great aptitude, and he studied with the emperor Michael
under the finest teachers in Constantinople. Because of his keen mind and penetrating intellect, Saint Constantine was
called “Philosopher” (wise). Upon the completion of his education, Saint Constantine was ordained to the holy
priesthood and was appointed curator of the patriarchal library at the church of Hagia Sophia. He soon left the capital
and went secretly to a monastery.

Recognized for their intellect, Christian piety and theological excellence, the emperor asked these two saintly brothers to
go to Moravia and preach in the Slavic tongue. Saint Constantine prepared for the new task with fasting and prayer. With
the help of his brother Saint Methodius, Cyril devised a Slavonic alphabet and translated the books which were necessary
for the celebration of the divine services: the Gospel, Epistles, Psalter, and collected services, into the Slavic tongue. This
occurred in the year 863.

As a result of their missionary efforts and work of the Holy Spirit, Saints Cyril and Methodius played a pivotal role in the
conversion of the Slavs to Christianity in the 9" century and are known as the "Apostles to the Slavs". They are
venerated as saints in both the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches.




The icons of Saints Cyril and Methodius typically depict them as missionary figures. St. Cyril (on the right pillar) is usually
portrayed in a monastic habit, holding a scroll or book, symbolizing his role in creating the Cyrillic alphabet. St. Methodius
(on the left pillar) is often shown in bishop's vestments, representing his later role as bishop and Archbishop of Moravia.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

The bathrooms in the church basement are currently under renovation. They will not be available to use for a few weeks,
so please use the bathrooms in Daria Hall.

Christ is Risen! The end of our Church School year will be next Sunday, June 1*. Both classes will meet together today
and next Sunday. We will have an Ice Cream Social in the basement of Daria Hall next Sunday to celebrate a successful
year together! Looking ahead, we pray that more parents will take advantage of the blessing of having a Sunday School and
send their children next year. We are also looking for a second teacher for the 7 - 12 year old children. Please see me if you
are interested. We will reconvene in September. Have a wonderful Summer everyone! Julie Stell

Pierogies are for sale in Daria Hall — see a member of the FOCA Club!

Per the Cemetery By-Laws, it is time to remove Easter decorations from the church cemeteries. Please take your articles
home with you as there is no trash removal at the cemeteries. Thank you.

Please remember to consider sending your child(ren) to St. Andrew's Camp in Jewell, NY (on Lake Oneida near Syracuse)
this summer. They have a wonderful camping program! There is a link to the camp website on the Home page of our
website (saintvladimir.org). If you will need financial assistance, please speak with Father Volodymyr.

Check out the Bookstore in Daria Hall - see Manny Montiel with any questions.
The Ladies Altar Society will have a meeting next Sunday, June 1 during Coffee Hour. Please plan on attending.

If you have an announcement for the bulletin or the church's Facebook page, please send the information by Tuesday
evenings to daricekeyes@gmail.com and trellmore@gmail.com. This includes upcoming weddings, baptisms,
anniversaries, Orthodox events, etc. Pictures may be included! Thank you.

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

Alla Strauss — May 26

Iryna Chaikivska — May 30

Jessica Kilgore — May 31

Have a blessed birthday and may God grant you many years!

COFFEE HOUR

* If you are unable to accommodate your hosting date, please advise Darice as soon as possible so changes can be made.
Hosts are responsible for providing and setting up the refreshments in Daria Hall at 9:00 AM and after Holy Communion,
cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing, drying and putting away dishes, taking out the trash, wiping down the
tables, and cleaning up the Coffee Room including turning off and cleaning the coffee and tea pots. Hosts will be
informed in advance if cream cheese, butter, or milk is needed. PLEASE NOTE: Your assigned Coffee Hour Support
Person will provide guidance, however, the Support Person will leave Daria Hall at 9:55 AM to attend church services. If
you have arrived late or are not finished, you will be provided the key to lock the Hall when you are leaving for church
services. If you have any questions, please contact Alla Strauss.

SUGGESTED MENU:

Bagels [ Breads

Donuts / Pastries

Desserts - let Alla know ahead of time if you will need desserts so they can be thawed on Saturday
Fruit

Salad

Tortilla Chips & Salsa




May 25
June1
June 8
June 15
June 22
June 29
July 6
July 13
July 20
July 27
Aug.3
Aug. 10
Aug. 17
Aug. 24
Aug. 31
Sept. 7
Sept. 14
Sept. 21
Sept. 28
Oct.5
Oct. 12
Oct. 19
Oct. 26

Hummus & Pita

Sugar-free dessert

Oreos (they are all non-dairy)

If serving pork, please provide an alternative for those who do not eat pork.
NOTE: Hosts may provide a luncheon for a specific event or holiday (Panikhida, birthday, anniversary, holiday) with
advance notice to reserve the specific date to host the event. The hosts will be responsible for all food preparation
for such a luncheon.

Inna Lebedeva, Mihaela & Tiberiu Milosav

Amber Touch, Alex & Rebeca Medina
Alex Godun, Virgiliu & Gabriela Plesa
Sami Bachir, Tyler Burger, FOCA Club

FAST Matthew Anderson, Ramazi & Kahtuna Shubitidze
Awet Tesfa, Ekaterina & Stanislav Uritsky
Fiyori Habtesilasse, Lemlem Woldearegay

St. Vladimir Feast Day Celebration
Helene Hopkins, Mary Ellen Jones

Ludwin Lopez, Fr. Volodymyr & Matushka Oksana
FAST Trudy Ellmore, Eleni Athanatos & Tom Sowanick

FAST Karina Kotelnicki, Nancy Mitsos
Ladies Assumption Altar Society

Olga & James Bates, Walter & Tanya Tribbey

Amleset Gebrekvistos, Julia Ji
Luwam Tesfa, Nebiat Tesfa

FAST Svetlana Sosedov, Natalia Kolomatskaia

Annual Church Picnic
Germain & Tahara Ortiz, Juan Garcia

Blake & Jessica Kilgore, Nana & Matthew Barrett

Melissa Braun, Sophie Dumas
110" Parish Anniversary
Melody Stavisky, Guy Radcliffe

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

Have a blessed week!
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